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Welcome to Issue 51 of Back To 
Prabhupada (BTP). 

1) One may argue that those 
who have come to ISKCON have 
undergone a great journey and 
made a momentous choice. With 
so many philosophies available 
in Kali-yuga (the current 'Age of 
Quarrel') to mislead people, it 
would appear that such persons 
have done very well to choose 
SrTla Prabhupada's teachings over 
every other path as the path to 
surrender to. And this should be 
all that matters. 

2) However, as SrTla Prabhu- 
pada explains, everything de- 
pends on why the choice to take 
to Krishna consciousness is made: 

"Generally, materialistic per- 
sons are after some name, fame 
and material gain, so if some- 

one takes to Krsna conscious- 
ness for these reasons, he will 
never be able to understand 

this philosophy . Such persons 
take to religious principles as 
a social decoration. They ad- 
mit themselves into some cul- 
tural institution for the sake of 
name only, especially in this 
age. Such persons also cannot 
understand the philosophy of 
Krsna consciousness." 

(SB., 3.32.40, emphasis added) 

SrTla Prabhupada explains: 

a) People may take to Krishna 
consciousness for the sake of 
name only; 

b) That "especially in this age", 
such a thing happens; 

c) And if this is done, such per- 
sons will not understand the phi- 


losophy of Krishna consciousness. 

Thus, for example, one could 
take to Krishna consciousness to 
get some name or gain for one- 
self by desiring to become some 
type of leader or guru. Or desiring 
to become a famous kirtana sing- 
er or preacher. Or desiring to be- 
come a philanthropist who gains 
even greater name and fame, as 
then one is also recognised out- 
side of ISKCON as well. And so on. 

3) SrTla Prabhupada states: 

"Also, there are so-called dis- 
ciples who become submissive 
to a spiritual master most arti- 
ficially, with an ulterior motive. 
They also cannot understand 
what Krsna consciousness or 
devotional service is." 

(SB., 3.32.40) 

Thus, even those who appear 
to be "followers" or "humble" dev- 
otees can be just as susceptible to 
taking to Krishna consciousness 
for the wrong reasons, and con- 
sequently they also will be una- 
ble to understand the philosophy 
of Krishna consciousness. Hence, 
SrTla Prabhupada states: 

"At the present moment in 
this age of Kali-yuga, the en- 
tire human society has become 
an assembly of cheaters and 
cheated." 

(SB., 4.26.6) 

And on page 13 of this issue, 
we give a case study of how the 
cheaters and cheated arise in 
ISKCON today, due to not reading 
SrTla Prabhupada's words. 

4 ) Thus, the conclusion is that 
if people have taken to Krishna 


consciousness only for name and 
gain, then they "cannot under- 
stand the philosophy of Krishna 
consciousness". Hence, if we find 
that those who are purporting 
to practise Krishna conscious- 
ness do not actually understand 
the philosophy, this is a sign that 
they may have taken to Krishna 
consciousness for such reasons of 
name and gain. And, unfortunate- 
ly, every issue of BTP provides am- 
ple evidence that this is the case. 
Not only on the matter of "guru- 
tattva", but on many matters, we 
document how there is no under- 
standing of the philosophy by the 
"devotees" featured in BTP 

For example, we have present- 
ed the "ABCs" series showing how 
there is no understanding of even 
the basics of Krishna conscious- 
ness. We have also presented the 
articles "ISKCON's New Mission" in 
BTP 30 (www.iskconirm.com/ 
mission), and "ISKCON at 50: A Re- 
view" (www.iskconirm.com/50) 
in the last issue, which show that 
in virtually all areas, devotees are 
engaged in deviation — with the 
deviations of commercialisation, 
secularisation and Hinduisation 
predominating. Thus, such devi- 
ations, even if one has rejected 
the guru hoax, are also evidence 
of not understanding the philoso- 
phy of Krishna consciousness. And 
hence, those engaging in them 
may have taken to Krishna con- 
sciousness only for name and gain. 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada's service, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our ma- 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1 966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un- 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instruc- 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order— see back page to order your free copy. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The Unauthorised Cantos 



SrTla Prabhupada gave the world 
his translation of, and commen- 
tary on, the Srimad-Bhdgavatam. 
However, out of its 12 Cantos, the 
portion after Chapter 13 of Can- 
to 10 was left uncompleted. SrTla 
Prabhupada had, however, earli- 
er provided us with a full summa- 
ry of the complete 10th Canto in his 
book KRSNA, The Supreme Personali- 
ty of Godhead. After his physical de- 
parture in 1 977, the GBC decided to 




To Godhead, that HD and the oth- 
er 1 0 "zonal acaryas" were in maya, 
or illusion, during this period: 

"But by the influence of 
maya, illusion, a different 
idea soon evolved — that SrTla 
Prabhupada had appointed 
eleven "pure devotees" to serve 
as the only gurus after him. 
These eleven, the idea went, 
should each serve as the spir- 
itual master for a specific geo- 
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licit activity and were later con- 
victed by the ISKCON Child Pro- 
tection Office for child abuse. Ac- 
knowledging HD's illusion in writ- 
ing such "purports", all such ref- 
erences, along with HD's honorif- 
ic titles of "His Divine Grace" and 
" Acaryadeva", were removed in lat- 
er printings. 

Such "purports" merely epit- 
omise the maya that HD's con- 
sciousness was in during the 
whole time he was comp leting 
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same exalted status of "His Di- 
vine Grace" as SrTla Prabhupada, 
but also the additional title of 
" Acaryadeva ". According to SrTla 
Prabhupada, this would place HD 
on a level equal to his own spirit- 
ual master, SrTla Bhaktisiddhanta 
SaraswatT Jhakura, who is specif- 
ically referred to below: 

"The Acaryadeva for whom 
we have assembled tonight to 
offer our humble homage is not 
the guru of a sectarian institu- 
tion or one out of many differ- 
ing exponents of the truth. On 
the contrary, he is the Jagad-gu- 
ru, or the guru of all of us." 

(The Science of Self-Realization, Ch. 2) 

However, it was later admitted 
in ISKCON's official magazine, Back 


Kirtanananaa pwaim umqm T u 

da [...] Outstanding examples of 
such endeavors can be present- 
ly seen in India at the Mayapur 
Candrodaya Mandlra gardens 
developed bv SrTla Bhavananda 
Goswami Visnupada ". 

(HD, SB., 11.7.6 and 11.11.41, purp- 
orts, 1st printing, emphases added) 
Claiming that KTrtanananda 
"founded" New Vrndavana is espe- 
cially nonsensical, since all ISKCON 
projects established before 1978 
were founded by ISKCON's found- 
er, SrTla Prabhupada. Despite HD's 
promotion of their exalted status, 
both of these personalities had 
to leave ISKCON not long after 
such statements were made. Both 
were found to have engaged in il- 
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of the Puranas and pahcaratri- 
ka-vidhi can be written only by 
a pure devotee ." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 8.39) 

"Unless one is empowered 
by the higher authorities, or 
advanced devotees, one can- 
not write transcendental litera- 
ture, for all such literature must 
be above suspicion, or, in other 
words, it must have none of the 
defects of conditioned souls. 

namely mistakes, illusions. 
cheating and imperfect sense 
perceptions." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 8.72) 

"Unless one is tattva-darsi, 
in complete knowledge of the 
Absolute Truth, one cannot de- 



scribe the activities of the Per- 
sonality of Godhead. [...] But 
we must select only those books 
written by tattva-darsis ( jhani - 
nas tattva-darsinah), not the 
books of so-called scholars who 
claim knowledge only on the 
basis of a doctorate." 

(SB., 9.10.3) 

"A realized soul, must be . 
[...] My purports are liked by 
people because it is present- 
ed as practical experience. [...] 
They are not ordinary... One 
cannot become unless one is 

very realized . It is not A-B-C-D 
translation." 

(SrTla Prabhupada, Meeting with the 
GBC, 28/5/77) 

Conclusion 

This "completion" project was 
unauthorised as there is no record 
of SrTla Prabhupada authorising 
either the GBC or HD to undertake 
it. And this unauthorised activity 
resulted in output that— due to 
HD's illusion while translating and 
commentating on sacred scrip- 
ture making him completely dis- 
qualified for the task — was a prod- 
uct of maya. We may note a paral- 
lel with the "really large-scale revi- 
sion" of SrTla Prabhupada's Bhaga- 
vad-gita As It Is, running into thou- 
sands of changes. This was car- 
ried out by HH Jayadvaita Swa- 
mi whilst also in the same illusion 
of supporting the same errone- 
ous zonal acarya system, as doc- 
umented in our acclaimed book, 
The Book Changer. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare KrsnarKrsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Welcome to Issue 51 of Back To 
Prabhupada (BTP). 

1) One may argue that those 
who have come to ISKCON have 
undergone a great journey and 
made a momentous choice. With 
so many philosophies available 
in Kali-yuga (the current 'Age of 
Quarrel') to mislead people, it 
would appear that such persons 
have done very well to choose 
SrTla Prabhupada's teachings over 
every other path as the path to 


losophy of Krishna consciousness. 

Thus, for example, one could 
take to Krishna consciousness to 
get some name or gain for one- 
self by desiring to become some 
type of leader or guru. Or desiring 
to become a famous kirtana sing- 
er or preacher. Or desiring to be- 
come a philanthropist who gains 
even greater name and fame, as 
then one is also recognised out- 
side of ISKCON as well. And so on. 

3) SrTla Prabhupada states: 


consciousness only for name and 
gain, then they "cannot under- 
stand the philosophy of Krishna 
consciousness". Hence, if we find 
that those who are purporting 
to practise Krishna conscious- 
ness do not actually understand 
the philosophy, this is a sign that 
they may have taken to Krishna 
consciousness for such reasons of 
name and gain. And, unfortunate- 
ly, every issue of BTP provides am- 
ple evidence that this is the case. 
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aj people may take to Krishna 
consciousness for the sake of 
name only; 

b) That "especially in this age", 
such a thing happens; 

c) And if this is done, such per- 
sons will not understand the phi- 


And on page 13 of this issue, 
we give a case study of how the 
cheaters and cheated arise in 
ISKCON today, due to not reading 
SrTla Prabhupada's words. 

4) Thus, the conclusion is that 
if people have taken to Krishna 


phy of Krishna consciousness. And 
hence, those engaging in them 
may have taken to Krishna con- 
sciousness only for name and gain. 
Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada's service, 
Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our ma- 
terial vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the 
great movement that he single-handedly founded in 1 966, and which is the only hope for humanity, has un- 
dergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from the instruc- 
tions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole diksa 
guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and 
philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla Prabhupada 
gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position is set out in 
The Final Order— see back page to order your free copy. 
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The Unauthorised Cantos 



rlla Prabhupada gave the world 
his translation of, and commen- 
tary on, the Srimad-Bhagavatam. 
However, out of its 12 Cantos, the 
portion after Chapter 13 of Can- 
to 10 was left uncompleted. SrTla 
Prabhupada had, however, earli- 
er provided us with a full summa- 
ry of the complete 10th Canto in his 
book KRSNA, The Supreme Personali- 
ty of Godhead. After his physical de- 
parture in 1 977, the GBC decided to 
continue SrTla Prabhupada's Srimad- 
Bhagavatam by commissioning HH 
Hridayananda Dasa Goswami 
("HD"). HD was selected as the"Pro- 
ject Director, Translator, Commenta- 
tor and Editor in Chief", and tasked 
to translate, and commentate on, 
the rest of the Bhagavatam after 
Chapter 13, Canto 10. 

Bhagavatam completed 
in illusion 

During the period that HD 
completed the Bhagavatam , he 
was also posing as one of the 
11 "zonal acaryas" who had de- 
clared themselves as successor 
diksa gurus appointed by SrTla 
Prabhupada, and as pure dev- 
otees on a similar level to SrTla 
Prabhupada. Indeed, in the pages 
of the Bhagavatam that HD com- 
pleted, HD was not only given the 
same exalted status of "His Di- 
vine Grace" as SrTla Prabhupada, 
but also the additional title of 
" Acaryadeva ". According to SrTla 
Prabhupada, this would place HD 
on a level equal to his own spirit- 
ual master, SrTla Bhaktisiddhanta 
SaraswatT Jhakura, who is specif- 
ically referred to below: 

"The Acaryadeva for whom 
we have assembled tonight to 
offer our humble homage is not 
the guru of a sectarian institu- 
tion or one out of many differ- 
ing exponents of the truth. On 
the contrary, he is the Jagad-gu- 
ru, or the guru of all of us." 

{The Science of Self-Realization, Ch. 2) 

However, it was later admitted 
in ISKCON's official magazine, Back 


To Godhead, that HD and the oth- 
er 10 "zonal acaryas" were in maya, 
or illusion, during this period: 

"But by the influence of 
maya, illusion, a different 
idea soon evolved — that Srlla 
Prabhupada had appointed 
eleven "pure devotees" to serve 
as the only gurus after him. 
These eleven, the idea went, 
should each serve as the spir- 
itual master for a specific geo- 
graphical "zone" of the world. 
This zonal guru system, as it 
came to be called, prevailed in 
ISKCON for about ten years, un- 
til its falseness became clear 
[...] we express our heartfelt 
apologies for contributing to 
the hurts and wrongs devotees 
endured when ISKCON diverged 
from Srlla Prabhupada's instruc- 
tions." 

(HH Jayadvaita Swami, Editor-in- 
Chief, Back To Godhead, #25-01 ,1991) 

Evidence of HD's illusion 

HD's illusion was so deep that 
he even went as far as to promote 
some of these other supposed 
"pure devotees" in his Bhagav- 
atam "purports". For example: 

"we are happily resting in 
the New Vrindaban communi- 
ty, founded by His Divine Grace 
Klrtanananda Swami Bhaktipa- 

da [...] Outstanding examples of 
such endeavors can be present- 
ly seen in India at the Mayapur 
Candrodaya Mandlra gardens 
developed by Srlla Bhavananda 
Goswami Visnupada ". 

(HD, SB., 11.7.6 and 1 1.1 1.41, purp- 
orts, 1st printing, emphases added) 

Claiming that KTrtanananda 
"founded" New Vrndavana is espe- 
cially nonsensical, since all ISKCON 
projects established before 1978 
were founded by ISKCON's found- 
er, SrTla Prabhupada. Despite HD's 
promotion of their exalted status, 
both of these personalities had 
to leave ISKCON not long after 
such statements were made. Both 
were found to have engaged in il- 


licit activity and were later con- 
victed by the ISKCON Child Pro- 
tection Office for child abuse. Ac- 
knowledging HD's illusion in writ- 
ing such "purports", all such ref- 
erences, along with HD's honorif- 
ic titles of "His Divine Grace" and 
" Acaryadeva ", were removed in lat- 
er printings. 

Such "purports" merely epit- 
omise the maya that HD's con- 
sciousness was in during the 
whole time he was completing 
the Bhagavatam. Such illusioned 
consciousness can be contrast- 
ed with the liberated conscious- 
ness that gave rise to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's error-free, spiritually pure 
Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

The real qualification 

The qualification of a person 
who translates and writes com- 
mentary on scriptures such as 
the Srimad-Bhagavatam is not 
defined as being 'influenced by 
maya, illusion', and having active- 
ly participated in the "falseness" 
of a guru system which "diverged 
from SrTla Prabhupada's instruc- 
tions". Rather, the real qualifica- 
tion is stated by SrTla Prabhupada 
as follows (all emphases added): 

"Transcendental literature 
that strictly follows the Vedic 
principles and the conclusion 
of the Puranas and pahcaratri- 
ka-vidhi can be written only by 
a pure devotee ." 

(Cc., Adi-lila , 8.39) 

"Unless one is empowered 
by the higher authorities, or 
advanced devotees, one can- 
not write transcendental litera- 
ture, for all such literature must 
be above suspicion, or, in other 
words, it must have none of the 
defects of conditioned souls. 

namely mistakes, illusions. 
cheating and imperfect sense 
perceptions." 

(Cc., Adi-lila , 8.72) 

"Unless one is tattva-darsi, 
in complete knowledge of the 
Absolute Truth, one cannot de- 
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scribe the activities of the Per- 
sonality of Godhead. [...] But 
we must select only those books 
written by tattva-darsis (jriani- 
nas tattva-darsinah ), not the 
books of so-called scholars who 
claim knowledge only on the 
basis of a doctorate." 

(SB., 9.10.3) 

"A realized soul, must be . 
[...] My purports are liked by 
people because it is present- 
ed as practical experience. [...] 
They are not ordinary... One 
cannot become unless one is 

very realized . It is not A-B-C-D 
translation." 

(Srlla Prabhupada, Meeting with the 
GBC, 28/5/77) 

Conclusion 

This "completion" project was 
unauthorised as there is no record 
of SrTla Prabhupada authorising 
either the GBC or HD to undertake 
it. And this unauthorised activity 
resulted in output that — due to 
HD's illusion while translating and 
commentating on sacred scrip- 
ture making him completely dis- 
qualified for the task — was a prod- 
uct of maya. We may note a paral- 
lel with the "really large-scale revi- 
sion" of SrTla Prabhupada's Bhaga- 
vad-gita As It Is, running into thou- 
sands of changes. This was car- 
ried out by HH Jayadvaita Swa- 
mi whilst also in the same illusion 
of supporting the same errone- 
ous zonal acarya system, as doc- 
umented in our acclaimed book, 
The Book Changer. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna>'-Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Reviving the Zonal Acarya Hoax 


In the previous article, we re- 
ferred to the discredited "Zonal 
Acarya" system (also known as 
the "Great Guru Hoax - Part 1") 
that was foisted upon ISKCON 
straight after SrTla Prabhupada's 
physical disappearance and lat- 
er abandoned. However, it seems 
that one defiant GBC member and 
GBC-elected guru is determined 
to revive this discredited system 
by engaging in historical revision- 
ism and re-writing SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's statements. All emphases 
below are added. 

Srlla Prabhupada's 
statements 

In July 1 977, SrTla Prabhupada 
established a system of initiation 
in ISKCON whereby he could con- 
tinue to remain ISKCON's diksa 
guru by selecting representatives 
(rtviks) to facilitate initiations on 
his behalf. This system works by 
a temple president writing to 
whichever of these representa- 
tives is nearest to accept a dev- 
otee as an initiated disciple of 
Srlla Prabhupada . The following 
statement makes this clear: 

"Temple Presidents may 
henceforward send recommen- 
dation for first and second in- 
itiation to whichever of these 
eleven representatives are near- 

est their temple . After consider- 
ing the recommendation, these 
representatives may accept the 
devotee as an initiated disciple 

of Srila Prabhupada " 

(July 9th, 1977 directive, approved 
by Srlla Prabhupada) 

SrTla Prabhupada reiterates 
the same points in the discussion 
about this system that took place 
two days earlier: 

Tamala Krsna: "So supposing 
someone is in America, should 
they simply write directly to KTr- 
tanananda or SatsvarGpa?" 

Srlla Prabhupada: " Nearby . 
JayatTrtha can give. [...] you di- 
vide who is nearest. [. . .]" 

Tamala Krsna: "[. . .] They can 


write to the man nearest them. 
But all these persons are still 

your disciples. Anybody who 

gives initiation is doing so on 

your behalf ." 

Srlla Prabhupada: " Yes. " 

(Room conversation, 7/7/77) 

It cannot be disputed, there- 
fore, that SrTla Prabhupada is se- 
lecting whoever "is nearest" to act 
only as representatives to facili- 
tate initiations on behalf of him- 
self as the diksa guru, rather than 
selecting successor diksa gurus. 

Sivarama's revisionism 

Though what SrTla Prabhu- 
pada states by his mention of 
those "who is nearest" is very 
clear, GBC member and GBC- 
elected guru HH Sivarama Swa- 
mi ("SRS") claims: 

"So very practical consider- 
ation, and we see that that was 
something that Srlla Prabhu- 
pada himself also employed 
when he also selected devo- 
tees to give diksa. And he also 
mentioned those who are near- 

est that those devotees who are 
nearest geographic area they 
would naturally be the diksa 
gurus. That's not something 
that necessarily happens now 
in ISKCON." 

(SRS Podcast, 5/2/16) 

He therefore falsely claims 
that SrTla Prabhupada select- 
ed those "who are nearest" to be 
diksa gurus for a particular "geo- 
graphic area", when we just saw 
that such persons were actually 
selected by SrTla Prabhupada to 
be representatives. And this claim 
that SrTla Prabhupada appoint- 
ed those "who are nearest" to be 
diksa gurus for a particular geo- 
graphical area was the basis for 
the discredited zonal acarya sys- 
tem. But, SrTla Prabhupada never 
"mentioned" anywhere that "those 
who are nearest" would "naturally 
be the diksa gurus". Rather, SrTla 
Prabhupada only mentions"those 
who are nearest" when he selects 


representatives to facilitate ini- 
tiations on behalf of himself as 
the diksa guru, as proven by SrTla 
Prabhupada's statements. 

Rejects GBC 

In the statement from SRS just 
presented, he also casually re- 
marks that this geographical diksa 
guru system is "not something 
that necessarily happens now in 
ISKCON."This is because the GBC 
has completely rejected such a 
geographical or 'zonal' diksa guru 
system for ISKCON. As noted: 

"These eleven, the idea went, 
should each serve as the spirit- 
ual master for a specific geo- 
graphical "zone" of the world. 
This zonal guru system, as it 
came to be called, prevailed in 
ISKCON for about ten years, un- 
til its falseness became clear". 
(Back To Godhead , #25-01, 1991) 

Thus, the GBC has also accept- 
ed that SrTla Prabhupada never 
authorised a zonal diksa guru sys- 
tem. Therefore, in his determina- 
tion to revive the discredited zon- 
al acarya system, SRS is not only 
rejecting SrTla Prabhupada's au- 
thority, but also that of the GBC. 

"Lord Brahma"-likeTKG 
rejected 

HH Tamala Krishna Gos- 
wami ("TKG") stated that SrTla 
Prabhupada: 

"appointed officiating priests 
to initiate on his behalf. He ap- 
pointed eleven and he said very 
clearly, "Whoever is nearest, he 
can initiate." This is a very im- 
portant point, because when it 
comes to initiating it isn't who- 

ever is nearest, it's wherever 
your heart goes . Who repose 
your faith on, you take initiation 
from him. But when it's officiat- 
ing, it's whoever is nearest, and 
he was very clear." 

(HH Tamala Krsna Goswami, 3/12/ 
80, quoted in ISKCON Journal (1 990), 
GBC Executive Committee) 

Thus, TKG agreed that SrTla 



Prabhupada had only selected 
"those who are nearest" to be of- 
ficiating priests and not diksa gu- 
rus. SRS claims about TKG: 

"His Divine Grace Tamal 
Krishna Goswami Maharaja [...] 
there are things in common be- 
tween Tamal Krishna Maharaja 
and Lord Brahma" 

(SRS Lecture, 8/3/08) 

However, in his determina- 
tion to revive the discredited zon- 
al acarya system, SRS also rejects 
the authority of one whom he be- 
lieves is like Lord Brahma. 

Conclusion 

Fabrication is a clear sign that 
we are dealing with a hoax. If one 
was presenting the truth, there 
would be no need to resort to 
such cheating tactics. Yet, SRS 
fabricates what he claims SrTla 
Prabhupada "mentioned" about 
"who is nearest". 

SRS is so determined to revive 
the discredited zonal acarya sys- 
tem that he will reject not only 
SrTla Prabhupada, but also others, 
such as the GBC and TKG, whom 
he accepts as authoritative. Such 
determination is understandable 
for he has realised the significance 
of the zonal acarya system being 
rejected. Once it is clear that SrTla 
Prabhupada only authorised rep- 
resentatives, and not diksa gurus, 
to conduct initiations in ISKCON, 
then the pathway to the Great 
Guru Hoax is blocked. Because, 
without these representatives 
turning into diksa gurus, they re- 
main as representatives, and SrTla 
Prabhupada alone remains as 
ISKCON's diksa guru. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Upon SrTla Prabhupada's physi- 
cal departure, certain parameters 
for how ISKCON should operate 
were already in place. These pa- 
rameters allow us to utilise a sim- 
ple process of elimination in order 
to determine who would act as 
ISKCON's diksa guru on SrTla 
, Prabhupada's physical departure. 

'No diksa guru' ruled out 

a) SrTla Prabhupada states: 

"By serving both the spir- 
itual master and Krsna he gets 
the seed of devotional ser- 
vice ( bhakti-lata-bija ) [...] The 
Krishna consciousness move- 
ment is started for this purpose, 
so that hundreds of ISKCON 
centers may give people a 
chance to hear and chant, to ac- 
cept the spiritual master and to 
disassociate themselves from 
persons who are materially in- 
terested" 

(58., 4.22.23, emphasis added) 

Thus, SrTla Prabhupada had 
established ISKCON so that there 
would always be an opportuni- 
ty for a person to accept the diksa 
guru (the reference to the "bhak- 
ti-lata-bija"means that the "spirit- 
ual master" referred to here is the 
diksa guru). 

b) The system in ISKCON was 
that anyone joining could get in- 
itiated after 6 months: 

"For six months, a candi- 
date for initiation must first at- 
tend arati and classes [...] When 
one is actually advanced in the 
purascarya-vidhi, he is recom- 
mended by the local temple 
president for initiation." 

(Cc., Madhya-lila , 15.1 08) 

a) and b) mean that at the 
time of SrTla Prabhupada's phys- 
ical departure, SrTla Prabhupada 
had already left in place a sys- 
tem which allowed anyone join- 
* ing ISKCON the opportunity to 

accept the diksa guru and get in- 
itiated by him after 6 months. 
Thus, the option of there being 
no diksa guru in place and initia- 


The Initiation TVee 


Anyone joining ISKCON must be able Anyone joining ISKCON must be able 

to accept a diksa guru at all times to receive initiation after 6 months 


Only Options on Srila Prat 

>hupada's Physical Departure 

1 ) No diksa guru 

2) 

a) Successor(s) selected as diksa gurus 

3) July 9th, 1 977 directive 

b) Anyone can be voted in as gurus by GBC 

Eliminated l 

> 

a) Zonal acarya system was false. 

b) Concocted as reaction to 

conditions false zonal acarya system. Only option 

< X 

i left standing 


tions "suspended" in ISKCON on 
SrTla Prabhupada's physical de- 
parture, whilst "waiting" for an in- 
definite time period for a guru to 
emerge via "self effulgence" or 
some other method, is ruled out. 

Successors ruled out 

This, therefore, only leaves one 
of two options for ISKCON as soon 
as SrTla Prabhupada departed — 
either SrTla Prabhupada remains 
ISKCON's diksa guru, or he had au- 
thorised one or more of his disci- 
ples to take his place as ISKCON's 
diksa guru. If we consider the 
latter, it would mean that SrTla 
Prabhupada had already instruct- 
ed ISKCON who these successors 
were and given a corresponding 
initiation system. However, SrTla 
Prabhupada did neither. Hence, 
the GBC was forced to concoct a 
system by taking the order SrTla 
Prabhupada did give and apply- 
ing it to something else entirely . 
As the previous article showed, in 
the July 9th, 1 977 directive: 

a) SrTla Prabhupada had au- 
thorised 1 1 individuals to be rep- 
resentatives {rtviks) who would 
initiate persons to become Srila 
Prabhupada's disciples. 

b) Whichever representative 
was "nearest" to a particular tem- 
ple would do this for an initiate. 

Instead, the GBC did a 1 80 de- 
gree turn and claimed that the in- 


dividuals appointed as represent- 
atives to initiate disciples for Srila 
Prabhupada would do so for them- 
selves. And the direction for the 
representative to be the "nearest" 
to a particular temple was turned 
into a "zonal acarya" system where 
the 1 1 divided the world up into 
mutually exclusive fiefdoms. The 
whole system of 1 1 appointed 
zonal acaryas was so clearly fabri- 
cated that even the GBC disman- 
tled it around 1 0 years after it was 
introduced (see previous article). 
Thus, this "appointed successors" 
system has already been proven 
false. 

GBC voting ruled out 

The GBC system that is being 
tried now in ISKCON is where any- 
one can become a " diksa guru" as 
long as the GBC approves of them 
via voting. Yet, there is no record 
of SrTla Prabhupada having in- 
structed the GBC to "make" diksa 
gurus in this way, or given the sys- 
tem for how this should be done. 
Hence, the GBC never mentioned 
this 'GBC gurus by voting' sys- 
tem after SrTla Prabhupada phys- 
ically departed. Rather, as histo- 
ry has shown, this system was in- 
vented a decade later purely as a 
mechanism to allow others to be- 
come diksa gurus, in reaction to 
the failed zonal -acarya system. 
Consequently, the GBC then sim- 


ply made up a whole set of pro- 
cedures to construct this system: 

a) The exact voting procedure to 
approve gurus. 

b) The "qualifications" required for 
guru candidates. 

c) How guru candidates may be 
proposed. 

d) Who can become a candidate. 

e) How such "gurus" can be regu- 
lated, disciplined and removed. 

And so on. 

And these procedures are con- 
tinually being revised as the GBC 
make them up as they go along, 
e.g. now "grand-disciples" are al- 
lowed to initiate, whereas previ- 
ously it was strictly forbidden. 

Conclusion 

By a process of elimination we 
are therefore left with only one op- 
tion — an option which has to be in 
place, and which was the only op- 
tion in place in ISKCON at the time 
of SrTla Prabhupada's physical de- 
parture: the July 9th 1977, direc- 
tive. SrTla Prabhupada had already 
enforced this directive — which 
ensures that he remains ISKCON's 
diksa guru — throughout ISKCON 
shortly before his departure, and 
it fulfils the requirements that: 

a) ISKCON will always have "the 
spiritual master" one can accept; 

b) Anyone joining can become in- 
itiated after 6 months. 

Please see diagram above. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna^Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Surrendering to Srila Prabhupada 


At the end of the Bhagavad-gita, 
Lord Krishna states its conclusion: 

“sarva-dharman parityajya 
mam ekam saranam vraja " 

"Abandon all varieties of re- 
ligion and just surrender unto 
Me" 

(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 1 8.66) 

The words " mam " and "ekam" 
translated as "unto me" and "only" 
respectively, make it clear that it is 
directly to Lord Krishna that one 
should be surrendering, and not 
anyone else. Yet there are rndydva- 
dis (a type of impersonalist philos- 
opher), and others, who, through 
using word-jugglery, try to avoid 
this obvious conclusion. SrTla 
Prabhupada refers to such per- 
sons earlier in his Bhagavad-gita 
As It Is, when he states: 

"And yet foolish mundane 
scholars explain that one need 
not submit to Krsna as a per- 
son, but to "the unborn within 
Krsna"" 

(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 2.7) 

Thus, such persons amaz- 
ingly try to claim that to surren- 
der unto Krishna does not actu- 
ally mean one that has to surren- 
der to Krishna directly, but rather 
it means that one has to surrender 
to something else. ISKCON leaders 
will rightly lambast such cheat- 
ing word-jugglery. Yet, as we shall 
show, their guru system is based 
on the same mayavadi word-jug- 
glery! All emphases below added. 

Surrendering to a guru 

SrTla Prabhupada explains: 

"Hari-bhakti-vilasa (2.10) 
further quotes: [...] "It is the 
duty of every human being to 
surrender to a bona fide spirit- 

ual master . Giving him every- 
thing— body, mind and intelli- 
gence — one must take Vaisna- 
va initiation from him/ " " 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 1 5.1 08) 

Similarly, in the verse from the 
Bhagavad-gita dealing with ac- 
cepting a spiritual master, SrTla 
Prabhupada also explains: 


"One has to approach a bona 
fide spiritual master to receive 
the knowledge. Such a spiritu- 
al master should be accepted in 
full surrender [...] One must be 
able to pass the test of the spir- 
itual master, and when he sees 
the genuine desire of the dis- 
ciple. he automatically blesses 
the disciple with genuine spirit- 
ual understanding." 
(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 4.34) 

Therefore, the guru one sur- 
renders to is the one from whom 
one takes initiation and thus ac- 
cepts as one's diksa guru. 

Taking shelter 

The first two key steps in dis- 
charging devotional service are 
given in the sixth chapter of The 
Nectar of Devotion as: 

"1) accepting the shelter of 
the lotus feet of a bona fide spir- 
itual master, 2) becoming initi- 
ated by the spiritual master and 
learning how to discharge devo- 
tional service from him". 

Thus, the one whose spiritual 
shelter a person takes is the one 
who should be accepted as the 
diksa guru. 

Surrendering to Srila 
Prabhupada 

It should be abundantly clear 
from the above that the guru unto 
whom one surrenders and takes 
shelter of is definitely the guru 
one takes initiation from and ac- 
cepts as one's diksa guru. 

On the official website of HH 
Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS"), his 
conducting an initiation ceremo- 
ny is described as follows: 

"On the 10th January 2016, 
Maharaja gave Harinama Dik- 
sha (first initiation) to twenty 
seven devotees, helping them 
surrender to the shelter of the 
lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada." 
("Bhakti Charu Swami's Visit To Sin- 
gapore And Malaysia") 

The above account talks about 
the initiate's "surrender" and 


"shelter" at the lotus feet of SrTla 
Prabhupada. Indeed, BCS has re- 
peatedly made the same point: 

"Always try to remember 
that Srila Prabhupada is your 
main spiritual shelter." 

(BCS, Initiation Lecture, 22/7/1 1 ) 

"why do we hesitate to tell a 
newcomer who is searching for 
a guru that Srila Prabhupada, 
the best guru the world has 
ever seen, is still here, and one 
can surrender unto him and go 
back to Godhead very easily?" 
(BCS Offering on SrTla Prabhupada's 
Disappearance Day, October 2000) 

Hence, from the above ac- 
count and the quotes we present- 
ed in the previous section, one 
would conclude that at these cer- 
emonies BCS conducts, the initi- 
ate is accepting SrTla Prabhupada 
as his diksa guru. And that BCS is 
acting as a rtvik — an officiating 
priest who initiates disciples on 
behalf of SrTla Prabhupada — since 
the purpose of such a rtvik initia- 
tion ceremony is that one "sur- 
renders to the shelter of the lo- 
tus feet of Srila Prabhupada". 

Mayavadi shuffle 

However, shockingly, we find 
that the result of such ceremo- 
nies, where one is supposedly sur- 
rendering to, and taking shelter of, 
Srila Prabhupada, is that one does 
not accept SrTla Prabhupada as 
one's diksa guru. Rather, the end 
result is that one accepts BCS as 
one's diksa guru! And this is fol- 
lowed with the chanting of BCS's 
pranam mantra, offering food to 
BCS's picture, and lavish worship 
and glorification of BCS as one's 
diksa guru. For this is the GBC 
guru system in place in ISKCON. 
This system is therefore saying, as 
exemplified by BCS, that: 

1) To surrender to and take 
shelter of SrTla Prabhupada, i.e. 
accepting him as one's diksa guru, 
means that actually one should 
not accept SrTla Prabhupada as 
one's diksa guru. 



2) Instead the way to surren- 
der to and take shelter of SrTla 
Prabhupada, i.e. accepting him 
as one's diksa guru, is to accept 
BCS (or one of his GBC guru col- 
leagues) as one's diksa guru! 

BCS himself supposedly sur- 
rendered to and took shelter of 
SrTla Prabhupada, i.e. became his 
disciple and accepted him as his 
diksa guru. Thus, applying the 
logic of the philosophy above re- 
garding how one surrenders to, 
and takes shelter of, SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, BCS should actually have 
accepted himself as his own diksa 
guru, i.e. initiated himself! For, ac- 
cording to him, that's how one is 
supposed to surrender to and take 
shelter of SrTla Prabhupada. 

ISKCON leaders like to use the 
term "offensive" when referring to 
the IRM stating that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada is ISKCON's diksa guru. Yet, 
it is this unmitigated, ludicrous 
mayavadi nonsense being ped- 
dled as "GaudTya Vaisnava phi- 
losophy" and "SrTla Prabhupada's 
teachings" that is actually offen- 
sive to SrTla Prabhupada and the 
entire disciplic succession. 

Conclusion 

When Krishna tells us to sur- 
render to Him, it means to surren- 
der to Him, not someone or some- 
thing else, such as the 'unborn 
within Him', or the impersonal 
Brahman. Similarly, surrendering 
to SrTla Prabhupada means to sur- 
render to and accept Srila Prabhu- 
pada as our diksa guru, not some- 
one else! 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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T he GBC claims that we must ac- 
cept their voted-in diksa gurus, 
and condemns the IRM's position 
of accepting SrTla Prabhupada as 
the diksa guru via the use of rt- 
viks. Yet, the GBC continues to ad- 
mit that their "diksa gurus" are re- 
ally rtviksl 

ISKCON's "rtviks" 

We have given a number of 
examples in the past — e.g. Uma- 
pati, Prabhavishnu, etc. — demon- 
strating the GBC's approach when 
one of its 'good as God'" diksa" gu- 
rus is forced to give up their po- 
sition due to some illicit activity. 
This approach is two-fold: 

a) Claim that the initiation re- 
ceived from such a person, even if 
they were deviating at the time, is 
valid, and that one is connected to 
SrTla Prabhupada and the param- 
para (disciplic succession). 

b) State that the disappear- 
ance of such a " diksa guru" from 
the devotees' lives does not mat- 
ter, since SrTla Prabhupada will 
provide "shelter" to them, thus 
allowing them to make spiritual 
progress. 

However, these are the char- 
acteristics of a "rtvik" initiation, 
where the "fallen" person has re- 
ally acted as a representative of 
the real diksa guru, SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. And thus, the spiritual shel- 
ter and connection is provided by 
the diksa guru, SrTla Prabhupada, 
rather than his representative con- 
ducting the formalities of the ini- 
tiation. 

More evidence 

The GBC has now explained 
again how their " diksa " gurus are 
really rtviks, when announcing 
that yet another GBC "diksa" guru 
resigned due to some past illic- 
it discretions. The extracts in the 
shaded boxes are from a mes- 
sage sent out on 24/3/16 by the 
GBC Executive Committee, about 
Gunagrahi Dasa Goswami (now 
Prabhu), with emphasis added. 


Let’s Stop Pretending 


Step 1 - The "guru" may have 
been deviating for a long time: 

"he experienced severe anxiety 
out of guilt for spiritual difficulties 
that have lasted several decades 
[...] has stepped down from the 
sannyasa ashrama, as an initiating 
guru, and as co-zonal secretary" 

Step 2 - But it does not matter 
as your initiation is still bona fide: 

"since you were duly initiated in 
accordance with ISKCON law, you 
are in good spiritual standing." 

Step 3 - It does not matter, be- 
cause as long as you take shelter 
of and follow SrTla Prabhupada's 
instructions, you will make spirit- 
ual progress: 

"We encourage you, especially at 
this time, to take shelter of SrTla 
Prabhupada and his instructions, 
[...] as long as you continue to 
take guidance from SrTla Prabhu- 
pada and his sincere followers and 
remain strict in your spiritual prac- 
tices, you will be safe and secure 
under Lord Krishna's protection." 

Many of SrTla Prabhupada's 
disciples never met him, and thus 
would have had their initiation 
conducted by someone else. And 
all of them have not had any con- 
tact with SrTla Prabhupada for al- 
most 40 years. Yet, the validity of 
their initiation is not considered 
negated if the person who was 
responsible for conducting their 
initiation is found to be a devi- 
ant. And all the while they would 
have been spiritually protected 
since they took shelter of, and fol- 
lowed, SrTla Prabhupada's instruc- 
tions. Therefore, the statements 
made in Steps 1, 2 and 3 outlined 
above, could just as equally have 
been made for a "deviant" repre- 
sentative who had conducted ini- 
tiations for SrTla Prabhupada's dis- 
ciples. We therefore need to stop 
pretending that the current GBC 
"diksa gurus" are any more than 
glorified rtviks. 


Bogus "foster guru" 

We already saw in the pre- 
vious article the quote from The 
Nectar of Devotion stating that the 
one whose spiritual shelter a per- 
son takes is the one who should 
be accepted as the diksa guru. 
Since SrTla Prabhupada provides 
this guaranteed spiritual shelter 
in ISKCON, then he is the person 
from whom we must take initia- 
tion and accept as the diksa guru. 
But instead, one is expected to un- 
dergo the following charade: 

1) First pick a GBC guru. 

2) However, beware, as this 
person may also be a deviant, now 
or in the future. 

3) But, if anything does go 
wrong, do not worry. SrTla Prabhu- 
pada is there to step in and take 
care of you! 

Hence, the GBC guru is like an 
unnecessary, concocted "foster 
guru", whom you must take, but if 
you are lucky and this "foster guru" 
ends up being exposed, then and 
only then, can you have the "real" 
guru SrTla Prabhupada, who will 
never let you down. At this point, 
even a child will be asking: "but 
why can't we just have our real guru 
to begin with?!" 

Thus, if we can take shel- 
ter of Srila Prabhupada later 
and make spiritual progress, 
then we can have him to begin 
with and always make spiritu- 
al progress. Especially when it is 
claimed that if the "foster guru" 
were to disappear from your life, 
it will not affect you spiritually. 
Hence, there is no need to have 
such a "foster" guru foisted on us, 
when we can just accept the real 
diksa guru SrTla Prabhupada from 
the outset. This will also save the 
devastation that occurs when so 
many devotees discover that their 
GBC guru was not'as good as God' 
after all. But, unfortunately this 
foisting is done, just so ISKCON's 
leaders can satisfy their desire for 
PAD (Profit, Adoration and Distinc- 
tion). 



Srila Prabhupada: 


The risk-free guru 


Conclusion 

We have already established 
in previous publications that the 
GBC has no authority for their 
concocted guru system, since SrTla 
Prabhupada remains as ISKCON's 
diksa guru. The GBC's contradic- 
tory rationalisation when one of 
their gurus "falls" highlights their 
guru system's concocted nature: 

a) SrTla Prabhupada is not 
enough to make spiritual pro- 
gress, and so we must take one of 
their 70+ gurus. 

b) When the GBC guru "falls", 
it does not matter, because SrTla 
Prabhupada is enough to make 
spiritual progress! 

Thus, the GBC rejects SrTla 
Prabhupada and his rtvik sys- 
tem so that these leaders can 
have their unauthorised guru sys- 
tem, and so fulfil their PAD pro- 
gram. But then, the GBC is also 
more than happy to "borrow" SrTla 
Prabhupada and elements of the 
rtvik system to prop up and jus- 
tify its unauthorised guru system 
when it goes wrong, just so as to 
keep its PAD program alive. Basi- 
cally, it's simply all about PAD! 

Spiritual life should lead us to 
move from pretending and cheat- 
ing to truthfulness and reality. Yet, 
the key vehicle for going back 
to Godhead and making spirit- 
ual advancement — accepting a 
bona fide spiritual master — con- 
tinues in ISKCON to be based on 
pretending that a person function- 
ing practically as a rtvik is actually 
a real diksa guru. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare KrsnarKrsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 




Page 8 • Issue 51 • Spring 2016 • Back To Prabhupada 


The Book Changer 
reaction continues 

"I just came across a book The 
Book Changer. It really is some- 
thing. And now I would like to 
read The Final Order. Thank you" 

- Brajesh Sharma, Bangalore, India 

"Thanks for helping us in ad- 
vancing in Prabhupada conscious- 
ness by meticulously and unfail- 
ingly publishing the BTP, which 
helps us to remain steadfast at the 
lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada. I re- 
cently received The Book Changer , 
which is again a very enlightening 
piece of work. Thanks for publish- 
ing and sending the same." 

- Niraj Bidawatka, Mumbai, India 

"I have received a book ( The 
Book Changer) about Jayadvaita 
Swami's demoniac philosophy and 
activities. Thank you very much! 
You saved my spiritual life years 
ago and I stay eternally thankful 
to you!" 

- Daivi Sakti Dasl, Zagreb, Croatia 

"Re: The Book Changer — 
Please send me the evidence on 
that rascal Jayadvaita Swami. It's 
outrageous the way he has sab- 
otaged Prabhupada's books. Is he 
insane or just evil? Thank you very 
much. 

I really appreciate the IRM 
website. IRM is doing very impor- 
tant work exposing the bogus gu- 
rus. There are many devotees of 
Lord Krsna in Australia who feel 
cheated by ISKCON's gurus. It's 
outrageous that the GBC pleads 
guilty to child abuse but refuses 
to put in their resignations. 

Please also send me a copy 
of 100 Contradictions — the Bhak- 
ti Charu Swami expose. I don't 
believe he is a pure devotee and 
I would never call him guru. Bo- 
gus gurus should be exposed 
as frauds, they are destroying 
ISKCON. If there is anything I can 
do to stop the gurus, please con- 
tact me. Thank you very much. 

Hare Krishna, 

Jay a IRM." 

- Pralambari Dasa, Sydney, Australia 


BTP Interactive 



The Book Changer 


Editor replies: 

The best way to help stop the 
false gurus is to spread the word 
to others to also subscribe to re- 
ceive our free literatures, which 
are successfully spreading all over 
the world and helping devotees 
to reject these false gurus. 


"Your The Book Changer is a 
"bestseller" here. Everybody loves 
it as well as your fine service. You 
don't criticize, you just repeat his 
words to hang him. Srila Prabhu- 
pada likes very much. 

Thank you so very much." 

- Ramai Devi Dasi, West Virginia, USA 

ISKCON's class of 
followers 

"In India we have two classes 
of ISKCON devotees. Insiders who 
depend on the Institute for food, 
clothing and shelter, and accept 
guru and diksa for survival. Sec- 
ondly, the outsiders (congrega- 
tion devotees) who are independ- 
ent, accept guru and diksa for 
prestige. In India people join tem- 
p\es/ashrams due to poverty, un- 
employment, and lack of educa- 
tion, and take on different garb to 
fill the stomach and receive hon- 
or. Vrindavan and Navadwip head 
the list of the Tirthas for their no- 
toriety as resorts of all the immor- 
al persons of the country. True 
seekers and true gurus are very 
rare. The world is changing." 

- Sunandadas, Navadvipa, India 


Editor replies: 

The article on page 13 shows 
how ISKCON today is going on 
with cheap followers who are 
more interested in belonging to 
some "guru" rather than reading 
and following what Srila Prabhu- 
pada actually ordered. 

"100" books 

"I accept definitely the truth 
and logic of IRM. I share your ex- 
tremely coherent and logical un- 
derstanding. For me this is obvi- 
ous: 

1) Prabhupada is a pure devo- 
tee of the Lord. 

2) Prabhupada had a ministry 
of extreme importance and was 
a very special genuine link in the 
parampara. 

3) The movement he founded 
was originally a totally authentic 
movement. 

4) Unlike the ISKCON pseudo 
gurus, he is our only shelter. 

I do not know if one day, at 
least in our lifetime, IRM will final- 
ly succeed, but it is fighting for a 
noble and just cause. 

I want to be, with a more cor- 
rect and mature understanding by 
the IRM's grace, on the boat which 
presents the original ISKCON 
where Srila Prabhupada and only 
Srila Prabhupada is at the tiller of 
this boat. In taking refuge in him 
we will come back, all the souls 
who do the same, to our original 
home. I want to give all apprecia- 
tion to Krishnakant Prabhu for his 
extremely important work. IRM 
is a rampart inspired by Krsna to 
preserve and restore what He set 
up through His pure devotee Srila 
Prabhupada. I want to purify my- 
self from all my misunderstand- 
ings and join your movement to 
finally live in the original ISKCON 
as founded by Srila Prabhupada. If 
I can help in any way where I am, 
let me know. With a picturesque 
style I would like to take a spiritu- 
al shower to purify myself from all 
my misunderstandings, to come 


back to the starting point and fi- 
nally to come back to the original 
ISKCON. I have seen two books on 
the IRM website, one about BCS's 
100 Contradictions and the other 
about a pseudo guru, 100 Devia- 
tions. Can you explain to me in a 
few words these two books?" 

- Govinda Dasa, Brussels, Belgium 
(translated from French) 

Editor replies: 

I am very happy to hear that 
you have full faith in Srila Prabhu- 
pada and are only taking shelter in 
him. In regards to the two books 
you have asked about, these 
books basically prove two conclu- 
sions: 

a) That the gurus in ques- 
tion contradict Srila Prabhupada's 
teachings; 

b) That they also, unwitting- 
ly, end up establishing that Srila 
Prabhupada, and not they, should 
be ISKCON's diksa guru. 

These conclusions are estab- 
lished solely through using their 
own words. 

We would be very happy to 
send you these two books to read, 
if you wish. 

The real spiritual master 

"Srila Prabhupada is undoubt- 
edly the Diksha Guru. Everyone in 
ISKCON should continue to asso- 
ciate with Srila Prabhupada. Pleas- 
ing the acarya means pleasing 
Krishna (beyond any doubt)." 

- Sunita Arora, Mumbai, India 

"It's impossible that Srila 
Prabhupada left behind as-good- 
as-God gurus liable to fall down. 
To suggest otherwise is to cast a 
shadow of doubt over His Divine 
Grace. The job has been done, he 
has saved not only this planet but 
the entire universe." 

- Robert Lury, London, UK 

Why the IRM must continue 

The following letter was sent 
to us by Ishan Dasa of New Mex- 
ico, USA, and our response in col- 
oured text is interspersed be- 
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tween his statements below: 

"I do not feel that the peo- 
ple who are representing SrTla 
Prabhupada's movement are qual- 
ified to do so. And the fact that an- 
yone can go along with this hoax 
is inconceivable to me. But I don't 
see how any good can come out 
of this debate, because ISKCON 
has dug such a deep hole for 
themselves that they will never 
be able to admit to themselves 
and to others that they are off 
track. I feel in my heart that you 
are most sincere in devoting your 
life to glorifying SrTla Prabhupada 
and trying to put his movement 
back on track, but that this will not 
come to pass". 

This may or may not be true in 
regards to the leaders, but there 
are many rank-and-file devotees 
who are being, and can be, helped 
to see that they are off-track. So 
this method is working, and it will 
continue to work, and hence we 
must continue doing it. 

"I can understand that these 
men are trying to assume SrTla 
Prabhupada's position for them- 
selves. But this does not stop an- 
yone from reading SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's books and watching his 
DVDs, listening to his lectures. "He 
lives forever by his divine instruc- 
tions and the follower lives with 
him."" 

And, as the article on page 1 3 
shows, it is important devotees 
do this rather than listen to the 
misrepresented version of SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings from the 
guru hoaxers. Thus, by exposing 
these misrepresentations, BTP 
helps to achieve the goal of en- 
couraging devotees to go 'back 
to Prabhupada' and reading his 
books directly. 

"I really think that these argu- 
ments will not change anything. It 
will simply continue to fester." 

As mentioned above, present- 
ing the facts regarding the guru 
hoax is changing devotees: from 
following a false path to follow- 


ing the correct one — as the many 
testimonies printed on these pag- 
es show. 

How could the guru hoax 
happen? 

"Much love and esteem for SrT 
Swami Prabhupada. Did not know 
about the Guru Hoax. Shocked. 
How could they?" 

- Luigi Forzin, London, UK 

Editor replies: 

In response to the question 
of how such a guru hoax could 
happen, it is interesting to note 
that a very similar hoax already 
happened in the GaudTya Matha 
(ISKCON's predecessor institution 
belonging to SrTla Prabhupada's 
spiritual master, SrTla Bhaktisid- 
dhanta SarasvatT Thakura). SrTla 
Prabhupada gave the following 
warning whilst mentioning the 
guru hoax of the GaudTya Matha: 

"Therefore we may not com- 
mit the same mistake in our 
ISKCON camp." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Letter, 28/4/74) 

Unfortunately, this warning 
was not heeded and, as we have 
seen, the same mistake was com- 
mitted in ISKCON, since ISKCON 
also engaged in a similar guru 
hoax as soon as SrTla Prabhupada 
physically departed. 

SrTla Prabhupada states that 
history repeats itself: 

"You can simply refer the 
history that the same thing is... 
"History repeats itself." When 
there was Roman Empire, Mo- 
gul Empire, the same strife, the 
same political dissension, the 
same fight." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 16/6/68) 

Therefore, as long as that na- 
ture of desiring followers and de- 
siring to sit in the seat of one's 
guru remains, then history will in- 
deed keep repeating itself. 

However, SrTla Prabhupada 
also said in regards to the guru 
hoax of the GaudTya Matha: 

"One party strictly followed 
the instructions of Bhaktisid- 


dhanta Sarasvati Thakura. but 
another group created their 
own concoction about execut- 
ing his desires. [...] But just af- 
ter his passing away, his leading 
secretaries made plans, without 
authority, to occupy the post 
of acarya, and they split into 
two factions over who the next 
acarya would be. [...] There- 
fore. we do not belong to any 
faction . But because the two 
parties, busy dividing the mate- 
rial assets of the GaudTya Matha 
institution, stopped the preach- 
ing work, we took up the mis- 
sion of Bhaktisiddhanta Saras- 
vati Thakura and Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura to preach the cult of 

Caitanya Mahaprabhu all over 

the world, under the protection 
of all the predecessor acaryas, 
and we find that our humble at- 
tempt has been successful." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 12.8) 

Thus, both deviation and strict 
following (due to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada) occurred. Similarly, we can 
strictly follow SrTla Prabhupada's 
orders, or we can be like those 
who deviated in the GaudTya 
Matha, and also deviate. The 
choice is ours. 


"I am already getting The Fi- 
nal Order and BTP. Dear Prabhuji, 
if everything is running according 
to the instruction of the Lord, how 
someone is doing wrong? It is my 
thought. Please give me a simple 
instruction for the benefit of the 
general public and to me, then 
our lives will become successful 
and blissful. Hare Krishna. Yours," 

- Jagannath Dasa, Orissa, India 

Editor replies: 

Unfortunately, everything is 
not running according to the in- 
struction of the Lord. The living 
entity has free will, and most of 
the living entities in the material 
world have chosen not to follow 
the instructions of the Lord and 
His representative, SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. In the previous reply, we 



Srlla Prabhupada: Warned 
against ISKCON's guru hoax 


saw that such disobedience is 
nothing new, and it afflicted the 
GaudTya Matha as well. To be- 
come successful and blissful, we 
must accept SrTla Prabhupada as 
our guru and follow his orders 
without deviation. In every issue 
of BTP we present these orders so 
that devotees do not get misled 
by those who are claiming to be 
presenting SrTla Prabhupada's or- 
ders, but are actually just present- 
ing their own concocted ideas. 

BTP Exchange 

The following exchange took 
place with Valerio Virgini from Os- 
imo, Italy: 

"Dear Prabhuji, I am very at- 
tached to Prabhupada by a feel- 
ing of great gratitude. I know that 
I can never repay him. 

However, I do not feel the 
same feeling toward his disciples. 
I have pleasure in their company, I 
am interested in their classes, but 
I do not think I have towards them 
the feeling that you have to have 
for a guru. 

I believe that without that 
feeling we should not accept dik- 
sha. Only Prabhupada instilled in 
me that feeling. I feel that I am a 
disciple of Prabhupada, but I can- 
not get diksha from him. The rit- 
vik system would solve the prob- 
lem, but there is no tradition 
where such a system is used af- 
ter the guru has left the body. This 
fact makes me think of being out 
of the Vaishnava tradition. In the 
Bhagavad-gita, Arjuna became a 
disciple of Krishna accepting His 
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Srlla Prabhupada: Following 
him seriously is real initiation 


teachings. Not that there was an 
initiation rite. If I follow his teach- 
ings without diksha, what's the 
difference? 

Thank you. Hare Krsna." 

-Valerio Virgini, Osimo, Italy 

Srlla Prabhupada has taught 
that the only tradition that mat- 
ters is pleasing Krishna: 

"if you want to make your 
life successful, then you must 
keep the tradition of brahmana- 
vaisnava. [...] Our only tradition 
is how to satisfy Visnu. [...] They 
must be very alert, very care- 
ful, how to keep Lord Visnu or 
Krsna satisfied. That is our only 
business." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 30/7/73) 
And the way to please Krishna 
is to please the spiritual master 
"If the spiritual master is 
pleased, then Krishna is pleased." 
(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 3/11/73) 
Srlla Prabhupada established 
that he alone remains the diksa 
guru of ISKCON. And he never au- 
thorised anyone to act as his suc- 
cessor diksa guru in ISKCON. 

Therefore, by obeying Srlla 
Prabhupada and accepting him as 
your diksa guru, you are pleasing 
him and are in the Vaisnava tradi- 
tion. But if you disobey him, then 
you are out of the Vaisnava tradi- 
tion. 

1) Diksa is not the initia- 
tion rite. Diksa is the process by 
which transcendental knowledge 
is awakened and alt reactions 
caused by sinful activity are van- 
quished: 


" Diksa is the process by 
which one can awaken his tran- 
scendental knowledge and van- 
quish all reactions caused by 
sinful activity. A person expert 
in the study of the revealed 
scriptures knows this process as 
diksa 

(Cc., Madhya-lila, 1 5.1 08) 

2) The initiation rite or cere- 
mony formalises initiation, but the 
ceremony is not in itself the initia- 
tion (all emphases below added): 

"Initiation is a formality. If 
you are serious, that is real ini- 
tiation . If you have understood 
this Krsna philosophy and if you 
have decided that you will take 
Krsna consciousness seriously 

and preach the philosophy to 
others, that is your initiation . 
My touch is simply a formality. 
It is your determination. That is 
initiation." 

(BTG, "The Search for the Divine") 
"So anyway, from 1922 to 
1933 practically I was not initi- 
ated, but I got the impression of 
preaching Caitanya Mahaprab- 
hu's cult. That I was thinking. 
And that was the initiation by 
my Guru Maharaja." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 10/12/76) 
"So when this faith is creat- 
ed, then actually the initiation 
begins . [...] So this firm convic- 
tion is the beginning of initia- 
tion . [...] So initiation means to 
be engaged in that Brahman ac- 

tivities . [...] So adau sraddha, 
when one becomes firmly con- 
vinced that "By becoming Krsna 
conscious or being engaged in 
the transcendental loving ser- 
vice of Krsna, my life is success- 
ful, life will be successful," that 
is the beginning of Krsna con- 
sciousness, or initiation." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 29/7/68) 
Thus, there are three distinct 
items: 

1) Diksa - the process of spir- 
itual progress via the awakening 
of transcendental knowledge. 

2} Initiation - beginning the 


process of diksa through faith, sur- 
render and determination. 

3) Initiation rite - formalising 
initiation through a ceremony. 

3) is a formality and, therefore, 
not essential to 1 ) and 2). 

- Editor 

"Thanks, Prabhujl 

What you say is really comfort- 
ing. I always thought the spiritu- 
al path is to be joyful, and these 
formal issues seem put there by 
maya, to ruin everything. I can un- 
derstand the instructions of Srlla 
Prabhupada through his books. 

If I completely agree on eve- 
rything and I try to practise that, 
I am sure I do not need anything 
else. 

Thanks so much for your pre- 
cious time you are dedicating to 
me." 

-Valerio 


"I was a brahmacarl at New 
Vrindaban in the early 90s. Some- 
times I think to go back... but 
with all the corruption, what op- 
tions do I have? I highly doubt I 
will, but I do think about it." 

-Tim Croft, Kentucky, USA 

Editor replies: 

Srlla Prabhupada has not 
asked us to associate with, and 
take part in, what you admit your- 
self is corruption. The only option 
is to not do this, and just practise 
Krishna consciousness the best 
you can. Sticking only with the as- 
sociation of Srlla Prabhupada is 
infinitely better than bad associ- 
ation. 


The following letter was sent 
to us by Hari Jagernauth from 
Florida, USA, and our response in 
coloured text is interspersed be- 
tween his statements below: 
"Dear Prabhujis, 

All Glories to Srlla Prabhu- 
pada. All Glories to Gaura Hari. 

I have been associated with 
this ISKCON movement since 1 971 
in New York City. Having been for- 
tunate to take birth in an Indian 


family, I was so happy when I saw 
the miracle Srlla Prabhupada had 
performed. By the grace of par- 
ampara and Krishna, he was able 
to rescue people steeped in ig- 
norance, who were without basic 
hygiene and human intelligence. 
In Prabhupada's own words, "mi- 
nus zero" civilization. I was wit- 
ness to some of those men who, 
after having been molded by Srlla 
Prabhupada to become normal 
human beings, decided later to 
hijack the movement. The result 
of all this is what we have seen for 
the past four decades. Krishnakant 
prabhu, no matter what you try to 
do, it is all for nought. The people 
who control the ISKCON society 
would never budge." 

But the devotees who have 
been misled by those who con- 
trol the Society, have budged, 
are budging, and will continue to 
budge. Thus, it has not been "all 
for nought" We are happy to help 
those who want to be helped — 
and there are many of them, as 
the positive responses to BTP over 
the years demonstrate. 

"It is so evident that they do 
not make new disciples. They 
chased away many good people. 
They have watered down as much 
as they can. There has been, and 
will continue to be, that "holier 
than thou" attitude among their 
followers. The potency has been 
lost because they were riding on 
Prabhupada's potency. 

They would stop at nothing. 
When Narayana Maharaj came on 
the scene, those bogus sannyasis 
sought his counsel but then they 
decided to do the divide and con- 
quer thing. 

You folks can continue to ex- 
pose as much as you can, but for 
many years now I, like many sin- 
cere people, have decided to 
serve Srlla Prabhupada and thank 
him for helping us to understand 
that Krishna is the cause of all 
causes. The only way to be happy 
is by devotion and chanting of the 
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holy names of Hari." 

It is wonderful that you have 
decided to serve SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. SrTla Prabhupada wanted us 
to challenge and expose the bo- 
gus gurus: 

"I am very glad that you are 
challenging all of these so called 
swamis and gurus. My Guru Ma- 
haraja appreciated devotees 
who boldly present our Vais- 
nava philosophy. We must take 
advantage of every opportuni- 
ty to defeat these rascals and 
drive them away, so please con- 
tinue this strong attitude." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Letter, 30/11/71) 

"Write vigorous articles to 
kick on the face of these rascals. 
[...] Do you think it is nice? You 
are talking all nonsense, and I 
have to believe you?" 

(Srlla Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 
19/4/73) 

"Our business is to point out 
who is not a saint." 

(Srlla Prabhupada, Morning Walk, 
10/4/74) 

Unfortunately, the bogus gu- 
rus are also within ISKCON today. 
So we are challenging and expos- 
ing them. 

And we are spreading the 
truth about SrTla Prabhupada to 
those who need it the most — the 
devotees associated with ISKCON, 
who have already decided that 
they want to follow and accept 
Srlla Prabhupada. But they have 
been misled to think that they 
cannot do this in the way Srlla 
Prabhupada wanted, and instead 
must accept and follow substitute 
"gurus" instead of Srlla Prabhu- 
pada. So, we have also decided to 
serve Srlla Prabhupada in this way. 

Of course, chanting the holy 
names has to go on as well, be- 
cause Srlla Prabhupada ordered 
that we do this too. 

Criticism and bhakti 

"Please don't waste your time 
criticising devotees... life is too 
short! Better concentrate on chant- 
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ing the Holy Name; maintaining a 
good Sadhana Bhakti as recom- 
mended bySrTla Prabhupada!!" 

- Bisto Bedwantee, Vacoas, Mauritius 

Editor replies: 

1 ) You have written to us tell- 
ing us what we should be doing, 
and what we should not be do- 
ing. So, within the pages of BTP 
we are doing exactly what you 
are doing — stating what should 
be done (following Srlla Prabhu- 
pada's orders), and what should 
not be done (disobeying SrTla 
Prabhupada's orders). And, as you 
have written to us, doing exactly 
the same, you already accept that 
such an activity should be done. 

2) We are concentrating on 
chanting the Holy Name, a min- 
imum of 16 rounds a day, as or- 
dered by SrTla Prabhupada. How- 
ever, he also asked us to render 
practical service. In the previous 
reply, we provided quotes from 
SrTla Prabhupada which show that 
we are serving him. 

3) SrTla Prabhupada states: 

"The regulative principles 

means that you don't manufac- 
ture anything. Regulative prin- 
ciple means authorized — as 
they are mentioned in the au- 
thorized scriptures and as it is 
confirmed by the spiritual mas- 
ter. Because we do not know. 
When it is confirmed by the spir- 
itual master, yes, it is right. [...] 
We cannot follow an upstart, 
manufacturing some song, 
manufacturing some ideas. We 
cannot follow that. What is au- 
thorized song, we shall sing. 
What is authorized method, we 
shall follow. [...] So sadhu sastra 
guru vakya tinete kariya aikya . 
So this is sadhana-bhakti . We 
must take instruction from the 
spiritual master." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 1 3/1 1 172 ) 

Therefore, in order to be cor- 
rectly engaged in sadhana-bhakti l 
we must be fully knowledgeable 
of SrTla Prabhupada's true teach- 
ings so we do not get misled by 


deviant gurus and deviant prac- 
tices. BTP actually leads the way 
in this regard, continually expos- 
ing unauthorised, manufactured 
practices propagated by false gu- 
rus, which are not in line with SrTla 
Prabhupada's instructions. Conse- 
quently, BTP is actually evidence 
of good sadhana-bhakti practice, 
since it is a manifestation of be- 
ing knowledgeable about SrTla 
Prabhupada's correct teachings, 
which are essential in order to 
practise sadhana-bhakti correctly. 


"Whoever you people are 
please stop wasting your time 
slandering for no one really be- 
lieves you. Why don't you concen- 
trate on the path of bhakti instead. 
PEOPLE ARE LAUGHING AT YOU." 

- Manjusha De, New South Wales, 
Australia 

Editor replies: 

1) Slander refers to making 
false statements orally. However, 
we have not made any false state- 
ments, either orally or otherwise. 
Indeed, to date, no one has yet 
pointed out a statement we have 
made which is not truthful. 

2) If, as you claim, "no one re- 
ally believes" us, then why are you 
so bothered by our statements? 
Rather, it makes more sense that 
you have been bothered enough 
to write to us telling us to stop 
making our statements, because 
they are being believed, rather 
than ignored! 

3) We are concentrating on 
the path of bhakti. Please see the 
explanation given in the previous 
reply. 

4) When devotees went out 
on the streets dressed in devo- 
tional clothing, and performed 
harinama, sometimes they were 
laughed at. Therefore, being 
laughed at due to ignorance does 
not matter. We are serving SrTla 
Prabhupada by presenting the 
truth about him, and we will con- 
tinue do so, regardless of wheth- 
er or not we are "believed", or 


\ 




Srlla Prabhupada: Ordered 
us to defeat bogus gurus 

laughed at. It is our duty to SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

BTP/ IRM Appreciation 

"Blessings to you in your ser- 
vice to SrTla Prabhupada. Keep up 
the good work." 

- Brahmananda Purl Dasa, Texas, USA 

"All glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, the acharya diksd guru from 
ISKCON. 0/7? namo bhagavate 
vasudevaya! 

Due to the efforts of Krishna- 
kant Prabhu, the arguments of the 
IRM prove in writing what SrTla 
Prabhupada, the guru and found- 
er of ISKCON, really taught. How- 
ever, due to being addicted to 
fame, prestige and power, others 
cannot see this truth. They are too 
attached to themselves. In fact, 
those who pursue false power be- 
come fanatics and slaves of their 
own selfishness. If you want to fol- 
low SrTla Prabhupada, then follow 
his teachings. Otherwise, one will 
be led to the abyss of the igno- 
rance of birth and death. Om tat 
sat. Your well-wisher and servant," 

- Krsnapriyananda Swami, Porto 
Alegre, Brazil 

"I also wanted to thank you for 
this issue. As always, you point out 
the truth. I went to Bhaktivedanta 
Manor temple (near London, UK) 
this morning, and the subject of 
the lecture was about being a 
good servant. I was thinking that 
all the examples they presented, 
while they showed SrTla Prabhu- 
pada in the correct light, it flagged 
up that they were asking devotees 
to treat the fake gurus with the 
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BTP Interactive (continued) 



Srila Prabhupada: Available 
as everyone's diksa guru 


same level of respect as him." 

-Tanya Galliara, Reading, UK 

"Thanks for the service" 

- Patrick Bernard, Quebec, Canada 

"Excellent magazine. Well done. 
Keep it up." 

- Indira Lalmun, Phoenix, South Africa 

"Again and again I thank you, 
and Lord Krishna for helping and 
protecting you in battling the in- 
sane anti-Prabhupada demons. All 
glories, all glories, ALL GLORIES to 
Srila Prabhupada— who has never 
died, and continues to give gen- 
uine diksa, and to encourage and 
inspire his authentic devotees! 
(Alas! I am so fallen, I cannot be 
counted with you.) 

It was so comforting and en- 
couraging to read the scriptural 
evidence treatise on your website." 
-Wade Ryan, Nebraska, USA 
"Always good reading." 

- Ananta-sesa Dasa, New South 
Wales, Australia 

"Krishnakant Prabhul 
PAMHO and AGTSP. I had no 
idea about ISKCON. I am inspired 
by Srila Prabhupada's teachings. 
My English is very poor. So as I 
knew from BTP that there are oth- 
er editions as well. So please send 
me the Hindi one. I can under- 
stand Hindi better than English. 
After I started reading BTP, since 
then my confusion slowly, slow- 
ly going away. Thank you. HariboT.' 

- Damodar Dasa, Hampshire, UK 

"I find the BTP magazine very 
impressive, the contents of the ar- 


ticle and the commentary are su- 
per excellent, outstanding and re- 
markable. I would be very grate- 
ful if you could please send me 
another copy of BTP issue. I would 
very much like to introduce it to 
some of my friends. Hare Krishna. 
Yours in Krishna's service, 

Most humble servant," 

- Kishen Kumar, Singapore 

"All glories to your service to 
Srila Prabhupada." 

- Thakor C. Topiwala, North Caroli- 
na, USA 

"Hare Krishna, 

Thank you for answering my 
questions with quotations from 
Prabhupada. I really appreciate it. 
You are the first devotees who rea- 
sonably answer these questions of 
mine and got rid of my doubts. 
Thanks for the answer," 

- Jacob Pokluda, Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands (translated from Czech) 

"It's very good to bring Srila 
Prabhupada back in ISKCON." 

- Prince Kumar, Jaipur, India 

"I love the magazine and 
agree wholeheartedly with IRM's 
position. Wishing everyone at IRM 
the best. Hari Bol." 

- Robert Gilpin, New York, USA 

"Thanks for revealing the 
truth. Please forward earlier edi- 
tions as well." 

- Rajan Bugwandeen, Durban, South 
Africa 

"I appreciate your efforts in 
spreading Srila Prabhupada's orig- 
inal teachings. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
Hare Krishna." 

- Suren S. Khatana, Helsinki, Finland 

"I am Bhakta Mehul from In- 
dia and I was serving Sri Sri Rad- 
ha Rasabhihari Temple, Juhu, In- 
dia since 2001 . 1 was victimized by 
the temple politics and the hoax. 
I parted from service to Krishna 
and Prabhupada. I have been fol- 
lowing IRM for a long time and I 
am convinced about IRM and now 
I want to be part of IRM and also 
render service to Srila Prabhu- 
pada, by exposing these so-called 


gurus. I really need guidance as 
to how I can be back in service of 
Prabhupada. I really regret that I 
have no service and I don't want 
to serve the fake gurus and devo- 
tees. Please help me." 

- Mehul Vora, Mumbai, India 

"Hare Krishna, Prabhu, 

Thanks for answering my 
questions so nicely." 

- Biren Chauhan, Gujarat, India 

"Keep preaching the truth, it is 
working!!" 

- Jamadagni Dasa, Houston, USA 

"I have myself seen the inept- 
ness in ISKCON. After Srila Prabhu- 
pada physically departed, ISKCON 
is not the same. You have an uphill 
fight to achieve your goals. Create 
good devotees, demonstrate how 
it can be done! Good Luck!" 

- J.P. Bansal, Louisiana, USA 

"Thank you for keeping me 
posted with the deviations of bo- 
gus gurus." 

- K. Guruprasad, Tamil Nadu, India 

"I used to be a devotee in the 
1980s and it's time I returned to 
Srila Prabhupada's movement." 

- Andy Naya, Queensland, Australia 

"Keep up the amazing work!! 
Truth is what we need!" 

- Jamuna Baarda, Alkmaar, The 
Netherlands 

"I would love to learn more 
and become a true devotee of 
Lord Krishna. Please continue your 
good works to restore ISKCON to 
its original glory. May Srila Prabhu- 
pada bless us all! Hare Krishna!" 

- Senanu Kofi, London, UK 

"Your effort is much appreci- 
ated." 

- Mahesh J. C., Mumbai, India 

"Great messages and eth- 
ics through the magazine. Please 
keep going. Thanks." 

- Peri Nagappan, Georgia, USA 

"Hare Krishna. Thank you for 
sending the special edition of 
Back To Prabhupada. I am very 
impressed with the content, it is 
something that should be shared. 
If you do not mind, I would also 
like to receive the book The Final 


Order. Thank you very much and 
continue with your excellent ser- 
vice. Hari Bol." 

- Ekanistha Dasa, Hidalgo, Mexico 
(translated from Spanish) 

"I have received The Final Or- 
der (in French), thank you. I have 
no guru, the only one I met was 
Srila Prabhupada in the 1970s. 
I've never been initiated but I 
keep him as my spiritual master. 

I understand the ISKCONIRM ap- 
proach and I approve if it's the 
truth. All glories to Srila Prabhu- 
pada." 

- Bhakta Jean-Marie, Paris, France 

Editor replies: 

Yes, it is the truth, as the docu- 
ment you have received will prove. 
And how can one not approve 
of keeping Srila Prabhupada as 
ISKCON's Acarya and diksa guru, 
just as he ordered? 

"I want to know the complete 
truth about ISKCON and Srila 
Prabhupada." 

- Madhusudan Dev, Bangalore, India 

Editor replies: 

That is good. And for that you 
have come to the right place, as 
we give the complete truth about 
Srila Prabhupada and ISKCON, in 
line with Srila Prabhupada's own 
words. 

"Hope the devotees who have 
fallen find faith again." 

-TomislavZivanovic, London, UK 

Editor replies: 

As attested to by the many let- 
ters we publish on these pages in 
every issue, by the grace of Srila 
Prabhupada and Lord Krishna, we 
are indeed seeing that many dev- 
otees who had lost faith, have 
now found it again. They have dis- 
covered what Srila Prabhupada's 
real teachings are, and how what 
happened in ISKCON had no con- 
nection to Srila Prabhupada or his 
teachings. And they have learned 
the good news that Srila Prabhu- 
pada lives, and that he is available 
today as everyone's diksa guru, 
just as he was when he was physi- 
cally present. 
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The Need to Read Srila Prabhupada’s Words 


We have been asked why per- 
sons follow the guru hoax when 
Srila Prabhupada's instructions on 
the issue are very clear. Unfortu- 
nately, the clarity of Srila Prabhu- 
pada's instructions will not help if 
one refuses to read Srila Prabhu- 
pada's words and instead relies 
on asking a guru hoaxer what 
Srila Prabhupada said about the 
guru hoax! This is like asking a fox 
to make sure he has secured the 
henhouse! Below is a stunning 
example of this, involving GBC- 
elected guru hoaxer HG Sankar- 
shan Dasa ("SAD") and a pro- 
spective disciple of his. Extracts in 
the shaded boxes are taken from 
a lecture given by SAD in Kaunas, 
Lithuania, published on 7/2/1 6. All 
emphases added. 

I will ask the Fox 

"So I have one student named Da- 
vid in the United States and here's 
a letter that I received from him: 
He says, "Dear Srila Gurudev, [...] 
this devotee tells me to go to this 
website and read the free book 
The Final Order. I told this devo- 
tee I will ask my spiritual teach- 
er about that book. [...] then he 
tells me that only Prabhupada was 
spiritual master and that I should 
read the book before asking you 
about it. [...] So I said I will ask you 
first about it."" 

1 ) "David" is asked to read Srila 
Prabhupada's words as present- 
ed in The Final Order, and thus see 
their misrepresentation by per- 
sons such as SAD. 

2) He decides to not read 
these words, and instead ask the 
very person, SAD, who could po- 
tentially be misrepresenting these 
words, about these words! 

Thus, having been told that 
the henhouse is under attack by 
the fox, he decides to "check" if 
this is the case, not by going and 
visiting the henhouse and seeing 
for himself, but by instead asking 
the person who could be the fox! 


Fox lies 

"Srila Prabhupada instructed us 
that after his departure, those of 
his disciples who are strictly fol- 
lowing his instructions should 
also become spiritual masters and 
initiate disciples. Srila Prabhupada 
personally encouraged me that I 
could become a spiritual master, 
and trained me how to be prop- 
erly qualified to do so. So now on 
his order and with the blessings of 
ISKCON's Governing Body Com- 
mission, GBC, I'm initiating disci- 
ples all over the world." 

In reply, Mr. Fox (SAD) not sur- 
prisingly tells his hapless student 
that the henhouse is not at risk at 
all! His claim that Srila Prabhupada 
instructed: 

"that after his departure, those 
of his disciples who are strictly fol- 
lowing his instructions should also 
become spiritual masters and initi- 
ate disciples" 

is a straightforward lie. One 
can check for oneself, and one will 
see that Srila Prabhupada nev- 
er orders anyone that "after my 
departure, initiate disciples". Nor 
does Srila Prabhupada tell SAD 
that he should: 

a) Become a diksa guru, and; 

b) Do not become a diksa guru 
unless you get the necessary votes 
from the GBC, no matter how long 
this takes. (SAD had to wait al- 
most 25 years before he followed 
this non-existent "order"from Srila 
Prabhupada to become a "diksa 
guru"). Such a concocted hybrid 
order does not exist. Nor does or- 
der a) exist either. 

Foxy quote 

"The ritviks say there is only one 
Acarya and that is Srila Prabhu- 
pada. But Prabhupada told us in 
ISKCON, that in this movement, 
we will have ten million Acaryas. 
He told us in a lecture in Mayapu- 
ra." 

The fox actually does refer to a 


real lecture: 

"we want to spread Krsna 
consciousness . Simply prepare 
yourself how to repeat Krsna's 
instructions very nicely, without 
any malinterpretation. Then, in 
future... Suppose you have got 
now ten thousand . We shall ex- 
pand to hundred thousand. 
That is required. Then hundred 
thousand to million, and mil- 
lion to ten million. So there will 
be no scarcity of acarya ". 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 6/4/75) 

However, with foxy cunning, 
SAD does not explain that the 
"acaryas" Srila Prabhupada refers 
to are not 10 million diksa gurus 
who would replace Srila Prabhu- 
pada as the Acarya (Founder and 
Acarya/Founder-Acarya) and diksa 
guru of ISKCON! Rather, it refers 
to followers of Krishna conscious- 
ness, as seen by the parts under- 
lined above. And to be doubly 
sure, the very next day there is fur- 
ther questioning about this spe- 
cific statement, and Srila Prabhu- 
pada confirms it refers only to 
persons who take up Krishna con- 
sciousness, and not diksa gurus 
who will replace Srila Prabhupada: 

SatsvarQpa: "Srila Prabhu- 
pada, sometimes you say only a 
very small percentage can take 
to Krsna consciousness. " 

Srila Prabhupada: "Yes." 

SatsvarQpa: "But yesterday 
morning in your lecture you were 
saying it can expand to ten thou- 
sand. million, or ten million ." 

Srila Prabhupada: " Yes, if 
you take the proper way it can 

be increased ." 

SatsvarQpa: "Is that just up to 
our preaching?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "Yes." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 7/4/75) 

Srila Prabhupada's words 

"These people have their own 
magazine, they call it Back To 
Prabhupada. And on every page 
it's simply blasphemy against 
ISKCON leaders." 



If "David" read Srila Prabhu- 
pada's words directly, and Back To 
Prabhupada, rather than receiving 
a self-serving misrepresentation 
from the Fox, he would find that 
Srila Prabhupada always speaks 
about blasphemy in terms of mak- 
ing false, not truthful, statements: 

"They'll concoct, manufac- 
ture some blasphemy against 
you." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 4/9/73) 

Thus, making truthful state- 
ments about ISKCON "leaders" as 
found "on every page" of Back To 
Prabhupada is not blasphemy. It's 
just the truth. 

Conclusion 

Srila Prabhupada states very 
clearly that in order to learn about 
Krishna consciousness, and have 
one's questions answered, one 
needs to consult Srila Prabhupada 
directly by reading his books: 

"In conjunction with this 
you should always read my 
books daily and all your ques- 
tions will be answered and you 
will have a firm basis of Krishna 
Consciousness. In this way your 
life will be perfect." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 22/11/74) 

Srila Prabhupada never says 
that we should skip reading his 
words, and instead just ask some 
self-interested fox about them. 
Otherwise we will be misled by 
those who want us to learn about 
Srila Prabhupada's teachings not 
through his words, but their false 
words instead. 
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IRM and Academia Review 


The IRM's scholarly reputation 
has been featured in previous is- 
sues of BTP, and includes live pres- 
entations to major academic con- 
ferences, such as the Internation- 
al Cultic Studies Association, the 
Center for Studies on New Reli- 
gions (CESNUR) and the Ameri- 
can Academy of Religion; as well 
as its articles and scholarly papers 
being published by esteemed ac- 
ademic presses, including Con- 
tinuum Books, Martin Luther Uni- 
versitat Halle-Wittenberg and Co- 
lumbia University Press, to name a 
few. Below we present some up- 
dates regarding the IRM's scholar- 
ly contribution. 

IRM's continued academic 
recognition 

The latest scholarly publica- 
tions highlighting the IRM are 
shown below: 

1) Historical Dictionary of 
New Religious Movements, by 
George D. Chryssides, Honorary 
Research Fellow in Contempo- 
rary Religion at the University of 
Birmingham, UK (Second Edition, 
Scarecrow Press). 

The IRM has its own separate 
entry, on par with world religions, 
and some extracts include: 

"A movement within the In- 
ternational Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) [...] 
The ISKCON Revival Movement 
(IRM; also referred to as the 
"Back To Prabhupada" move- 
ment) [...] position has been set 
out in a short book titled The Fi- 
nal Order by Krishnakant, first 
published in 1 996. This was fol- 
lowed by a regular magazine. 
Back To Prabhupada, which first 
appeared in 2003. [...] The IRM 
holds that the issue is important 
since spiritual progress within 
ISKCON demands obedience to 
one's guru's instructions". 

2) Revisionism and Diversi- 
fication in New Religious Move- 
ments, edited by Eileen Barker, 
Emeritus Professor of Sociology 


with special reference to the study 
of Religion, The London School of 
Economics and Political Science 
(2014, Routledge). Here the IRM 
is highlighted as the group that 
is carrying forward SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings and vision: 

"Finally, some of those leav- 
ing ISKCON joined the schismatic 
group, the ISKCON Revival Move- 
ment (IRM), to carry forward 
Prabhupada's teachings and vi- 
sion. [...] Members of the IRM 
have sought to restore Prabhu- 
pada's authority as ISKCON's 
only initiating spiritual master, 
excluding his 'successors'. [...] 
Ironically, the devotees com- 
mitted to Prabhupada and his 
teachings remain largely out- 
side the organisation he found- 
ed to promote Krishna con- 
sciousness across the globe." 
("The Changing Faces of God: The 
Hinduisation of the Hare Krishna 
Movement", Chapter 3, E. Burke 
Rochford Jr.) 

ISKCON at 50 Conference 

On April 23rd, 2016, ISKCON 
organised an academic confer- 
ence at Bath Spa University in the 
UK as a celebratory event to mark 
50 years of ISKCON. In advance of 
this event, the IRM sent a paper 
to all the academics who would 
be attending the event. The pa- 
per was titled "ISKCON at 50: A 
summary study of how today's 
ISKCON is not the ISKCON estab- 
lished by His Divine Grace Srila 
Prabhupada". On receipt of the 
paper, the academics wrote to the 
BTP Editor, welcoming the paper: 

"Thank you very much for 
your paper and the interest- 
ing points it raises. I'm sor- 
ry you won't be there in per- 
son to voice the perspectives 
of the IRM. I'll make sure to in- 
clude some of your points and 
perspective in my overviews on 
how ISKCON has changed in re- 
sponse to various controversies, 
and also how some of the same 


changes have caused contro- 
versy and break-away groups... 
it won't be the same as having 
you there though. Thanks for 
adding your perspective." 

(Dr. Suzanne Newcombe, Research 
Officer, Inform, The London School 
of Economics and Political Science) 

"I am not sure if anyone com- 
ing has links with the ISKCON Re- 
vival Movement but they would 
be welcome." 

(Dr. Catherine Robinson, Senior Lec- 
turer in Religions, Philosophies and 
Ethics, Bath Spa University) 

Alas, true to form, ISKCON au- 
thorities then informed the schol- 
ars that neither IRM devotees, nor 
IRM's paper on ISKCON's 50th an- 
niversary, would be allowed at the 
conference. So much for ISKCON's 
openness to academic inquiry! 
However, the opening speech, 
which was sent to us by the aca- 
demic who delivered it, did men- 
tion the IRM and the issues its pa- 
per raises. An example: 

"[...] this issue has also in- 
spired the separate ISKCON Re- 
vival Movement, who argue 
that ISKCON's leadership has 
deviated too far from Prabhu- 
pada's original vision to be le- 
gitimate." 

Conference compromise 

What makes the situation of 
banning the IRM from the con- 
ference absurd is that an inter- 
view was held at the conference 
with an ISKCON representative 
and a Buddhist monk, on the sub- 
ject of "Collaborating Hare Krishna 
and Buddhism". In respect of Bud- 
dhism, SrTla Prabhupada writes: 

"Caitanya Mahaprabhu has 
described Buddha religion as 
atheism." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 20/2/67) 

Thus, ISKCON is willing to ac- 
commodate a representative of 
an atheistic philosophy and dis- 
cuss collaboration with it. 

Similarly, at the conference, 
the opening address warned: 


"Some of the children see 
the continued presence of those 
whom they accuse of perpetrat- 
ing the abuse within the ISKCON 
leadership as sign of a lack of 
commitment to justice by the 
organisation." 

One such person is Gauri 
Dasa.The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness Central Of- 
fice of Child Protection had issued 
a statement on 14/7/08, which 
admitted that they: "found Gauri 
Das responsible for"inappropri- 
ate and excessive corporal pun- 
ishment" whilst a teacher at an 
ISKCON affiliated school in India 
during the 1990's." 

Yet he is acting today as the 
"Managing Director" for ISKCON's 
largest temple in Europe. He 
is also Executive Secretary to 
ISKCON's Governing Body Com- 
mission (GBC). Not only that, but 
he was selected by ISKCON to rep- 
resent them as a panellist at this 
very conference! 

This is the same Gauri Dasa 
who, by the way, had banned 
devotees from worshipping at 
Bhaktivedanta Manor simply for 
agreeing with the IRM (see BTP 7). 

Thus, those whose philosophy 
is opposed to SrTla Prabhupada's 
teachings, and convicted child 
abusers, are accommodated by 
ISKCON. But the IRM, who due to 
their POP (Prabhupada-Only Para- 
digm) discipline, can and will only 
present SrTla Prabhupada's orders, 
are banned. This is a perfect exam- 
ple of the hypocrisy described by 
another academic: 

"Still there are sceptical 
voices claiming that ISKCON, 
like the famous Janus, has two 
faces — the smiling face in dia- 
logues with their external part- 
ners, and the strange, repres- 
sive face towards its own mem- 
bers — preaching wine to the di- 
aloguing world and water to 
their devotees." 

(Prof. Dr. Ulrich Dehn,/SKCOA/Com- 
munications Journal, Vol. 8, No. 1) 
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Maintaining False Gurus at All Costs 



The IRM is usually presenting ev- 
idence to convince ISKCON's lead- 
ers that their gurus are not bona 
fide. However, ISKCON's leaders 
themselves agree that their gurus 
are not bona fide — only, they still 
accept them as being bona fide! 

Jayadvaita Swami 

GBC-elected guru, HH Jayad- 
— “*ita Swami ("JAS") writes re- 
rding fellow GBC-elected guru 

I Romapada Swami ("RPS"): 
"Sivarama Swami, at the 
C's midterm meeting in Octo- 
V had put forward a proposal 
t the permission to sell be re- 
sidered at this year's annu- 
/layapur meeting. The pro- 
al was accepted. Romapa- 

wami. the GBC man for New 

was present at the meet- 

In fact, two GBC members 
i both confirmed that they 
?d directly with Romapada 
ni in October about review- 
he Brooklyn sale one more 
at the 2016 annual meet- 
nd that Romapada Swami 
id. What Romapada Swa- 
pt secret was that in mid 

?mber he and the others 

red had already signed a 
contract to sell ." 

(JAS, 24/1/16, emphases added) 
Hence, JAS clearly believes 
that RPS has behaved diplomat- 
ically and duplicitously, having 
agreed to discuss whether or not 
the Brooklyn temple sale should 
go forward, when he had already 
agreed to the sale and deliberate- 
ly kept it secret. 

JAS also states: 

" ISKCON law imposes on 
property trustees weighty obli- 

gations— including the obliga- 
tion to keep the GBC informed . 
The leaders signed the deal in 
mid-September. Yet even more 
than three months later, start- 
ing into January, they still kept 
mum." 

(JAS, 8/2/16, emphasis added) 

Hence, JAS clearly also bel- 


ieves that RPS is not respecting 
the authority of the GBC. 

All of these behaviours mean 
that, according to the following 
GBC "Mandatory Qualifications" 
for being a GBC diksa guru, RPS 
is not qualified to be a diksa guru: 

"4. Must be free from the 
following undesirable quali- 
ties: [...] d. Kuti-nati, diplomat- 
ic or duplicitous behavior [...] 
11. Must recognize the GBC as 
the ultimate managing author- 
ity in ISKCON, support the GBC 
system, and follow the GBC." 
(GBC Resolution 308, 2010) 

Yet, JAS refuses to accept the 
logic of his own conclusions and 
instead accepts that RPS is still a 
'good as God' diksa guru. It is iron- 
ic that JAS used to run a "semi- 
nar" for ISKCON devotees called 
"Straight Thinking, Strong Speak- 
ing". His illogical stance regarding 
RPS means that he should now 
give a seminar titled "Muddled 
Thinking, Weak Speaking"! 

North American GBC 

The North American GBC 
(amongst others) has banned a 
book by GBC-elected guru, HH 
Bhakti Vikasa Swami ("BVKS"). 
Their justification for such a ban 
is given in a statement which was 
sent by the North American GBC 
Executive Committee to ISKCON 
temples. In this statement, they 
claim this ban is required because 
BVKS presents: 

"1. contrary conclusions to 
KC philosophy and the teach- 
ings of Srila Prabhupada that 
have potential for harming the 
movement and it's members 
due to misguided perceptions," 

And that his book: 

"4. can cause harm to the 
movement and it's members 
as well as misguiding innocent 
readers by presenting a ques- 
tionable image of Srila Prabhu- 
pada as an elderly irrelevant In- 
dian from another century;" 

And that his book indicates: 


"a mission disconnect on the 
part of BVKS that puts an unfa- 
vorable slant on Srila Prabhu- 
pada and his mission;" 

Hence, regardless of whether 
or not the GBC's claims are merit- 
ed, they clearly believe that BVKS 
is deviating from the mission of 
ISKCON and Srila Prabhupada's 
teachings. All these behaviours 
mean that, according to the fol- 
lowing GBC "Mandatory Qualifica- 
tions" for being a GBC diksa guru, 
BVKS is not qualified to be a diksa 
guru: 

"1 0. Must show understand- 
ing of and dedication to Srila 
Prabhupada's mission". 

(GBC Resolution 308, 2010) 

Yet, the North American GBC 
refuses to accept the logic of its 
own conclusions and instead ac- 
cepts that BVKS is still a 'good as 
God 'diksa guru. 

Bhakti Vikasa Swami 

BVKS himself claims that 
ISKCON's leadership— most of 
whom are GBC diksa gurus — is re- 
sponsible for ISKCON no longer 
adhering to: 

"many of the essential, 
non-negotiable principles Srila 
Prabhupada taught, for which 
I joined ISKCON and dedicated 
my life to spreading." 

(BVKS, 22/4/12) 

Thus, by the same GBC reso- 
lution quoted in the last section, 
BVKS should also be calling for all 
GBC members who are diksa gu- 
rus to be removed as diksa gu- 
rus (as well as from the GBC). Be- 
cause he clearly believes that they 
do not have an "understand- 
ing of and dedication to Srila 
Prabhupada's mission". Yet, he 
refuses to do so, accepting in- 
stead that the same body which 
is responsible for ISKCON deviat- 
ing on such a mass scale, is also 
qualified to both authorise and 
act themselves as bona fide diksa 
gurus. (Two-thirds of the GBC are 
'good as God' diksa gurus). 



Conclusion 

a) If a "guru", RPS, deviates, 
then he is also a deviant. 

b) If a "guru", BVKS, produces 
a deviant book, then he is also a 
deviant. 

c) If the entire leadership is re- 
sponsible for mass deviation, then 
they are also deviants. 

Hence, certain ISKCON lead- 
ers themselves are claiming that 
many of their gurus are deviants, 
but they still maintain that they 
are gurus. This is not surprising, 
since many of these same leaders 
are GBC gurus themselves. Hence, 
they all share the same aim of 
keeping this unauthorised GBC 
guru program alive and kicking at 
all costs. 

ISKCON's leaders already claim 
that their gurus who "fall down" 
were still gurus before they "fell", 
because according to them, bona 
fide gurus can fall down. Now, 
they have gone one step further, 
and are claiming that their gurus 
are still qualified to remain as gu- 
rus even whilst they are deviating! 
However, Srila Prabhupada teach- 
es that a bona fide guru does not 
deviate at all: 

"A bona fide spiritual mas- 
ter is in the disciplic succession 
from time eternal, and he does 
not deviate at all". 

(■ Bg., 4.42) 

But ISKCON's leaders will hap- 
pily jettison both Srila Prabhu- 
pada's teachings and the logic of 
their own conclusions, if it threat- 
ens their false guru program in 
any way. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare 


and be happy! 
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The IRM's scholarly reputation 
has been featured in previous is- 
sues of BTP, and includes live pres- 
entations to major academic con- 
ferences, such as the Internation- 
al Cultic Studies Association, the 
Center for Studies on New Reli- 
gions (CESNUR) and the Ameri- 
can Academy of Religion; as well 
as its articles and scholarly papers 
being published by esteemed ac- 
ademic presses, including Con- 
tinuum Books, Martin Luther Uni- 
versity Halle-Wittenberg and Co- 
lumbia University Press, to name a 
few. Below we present some up- 
dates regarding the IRM's scholar- 
ly contribution. 

IRM's continued academic 
recognition 

The latest scholarly publica- 
tions highlighting the IRM are 
shown below: 

1) Historical Dictionary of 
New Religious Movements, by 
George D. Chryssides, Honorary 
Research Fellow in Contempo- 
rary Religion at the University of 
Birmingham, UK (Second Edition, 
Scarecrow Press). 

The IRM has its own separate 
entry, on par with world religions, 
and some extracts include: 

"A movement within the In- 
ternational Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) [...] 
The ISKCON Revival Movement 
(IRM; also referred to as the 
"Back To Prabhupada" move- 
ment) [...] position has been set 
out in a short book titled The Fi- 
nal Order by Krishnakant, first 
published in 1 996. This was fol- 
lowed by a regular magazine. 
Back To Prabhupada, which first 
appeared in 2003. [...] The IRM 
holds that the issue is important 
since spiritual progress within 
ISKCON demands obedience to 
one's guru's instructions". 

2) Revisionism and Diversi- 
fication in New Religious Move- 
ments, edited by Eileen Barker, 
Emeritus Professor of Sociology 


IRM and Academia Review 


with special reference to the study 
of Religion, The London School of 
Economics and Political Science 
(2014, Routledge). Here the IRM 
is highlighted as the group that 
is carrying forward SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings and vision: 

"Finally, some of those leav- 
ing ISKCON joined the schismatic 
group, the ISKCON Revival Move- 
ment (IRM), to carry forward 
Prabhupada's teachings and vi- 
sion. [...] Members of the IRM 
have sought to restore Prabhu- 
pada's authority as ISKCON's 
only initiating spiritual master, 
excluding his 'successors'. [...] 
Ironically, the devotees com- 
mitted to Prabhupada and his 
teachings remain largely out- 
side the organisation he found- 
ed to promote Krishna con- 
sciousness across the globe." 
("The Changing Faces of God: The 
Hinduisation of the Hare Krishna 
Movement", Chapter 3, E. Burke 
Rochford Jr.) 

ISKCON at 50 Conference 

On April 23rd, 2016, ISKCON 
organised an academic confer- 
ence at Bath Spa University in the 
UK as a celebratory event to mark 
50 years of ISKCON. In advance of 
this event, the IRM sent a paper 
to all the academics who would 
be attending the event. The pa- 
per was titled "ISKCON at 50: A 
summary study of how today's 
ISKCON is not the ISKCON estab- 
lished by His Divine Grace Srila 
Prabhupada". On receipt of the 
paper, the academics wrote to the 
BTP Editor, welcoming the paper: 

"Thank you very much for 
your paper and the interest- 
ing points it raises. I'm sor- 
ry you won't be there in per- 
son to voice the perspectives 
of the IRM. I'll make sure to in- 
clude some of your points and 
perspective in my overviews on 
how ISKCON has changed in re- 
sponse to various controversies, 
and also how some of the same 


changes have caused contro- 
versy and break-away groups... 
it won't be the same as having 
you there though. Thanks for 
adding your perspective." 

(Dr. Suzanne Newcombe, Research 
Officer, Inform, The London School 
of Economics and Political Science) 

"I am not sure if anyone com- 
ing has links with the ISKCON Re- 
vival Movement but they would 
be welcome." 

(Dr. Catherine Robinson, Senior Lec- 
turer in Religions, Philosophies and 
Ethics, Bath Spa University) 

Alas, true to form, ISKCON au- 
thorities then informed the schol- 
ars that neither IRM devotees, nor 
IRM's paper on ISKCON's 50th an- 
niversary, would be allowed at the 
conference. So much for ISKCON's 
openness to academic inquiry! 
However, the opening speech, 
which was sent to us by the aca- 
demic who delivered it, did men- 
tion the IRM and the issues its pa- 
per raises. An example: 

"[...] this issue has also in- 
spired the separate ISKCON Re- 
vival Movement, who argue 
that ISKCON's leadership has 
deviated too far from Prabhu- 
pada's original vision to be le- 
gitimate." 

Conference compromise 

What makes the situation of 
banning the IRM from the con- 
ference absurd is that an inter- 
view was held at the conference 
with an ISKCON representative 
and a Buddhist monk, on the sub- 
ject of "Collaborating Hare Krishna 
and Buddhism". In respect of Bud- 
dhism, SrTla Prabhupada writes: 

"Caitanya Mahaprabhu has 
described Buddha religion as 
atheism." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 20/2/67) 

Thus, ISKCON is willing to ac- 
commodate a representative of 
an atheistic philosophy and dis- 
cuss collaboration with it. 

Similarly, at the conference, 
the opening address warned: 


"Some of the children see 
the continued presence of those 
whom they accuse of perpetrat- 
ing the abuse within the ISKCON 
leadership as sign of a lack of 
commitment to justice by the 
organisation." 

One such person is Gauri 
Dasa.The International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness Central Of- 
fice of Child Protection had issued 
a statement on 14/7/08, which 

admitted that they: "found Gauri , 

Das responsible for"inappr 
ate and excessive corporal 
ishment" whilst a teacher ; 

ISKCON affiliated school in E 
during the 1990's." 

Yet he is acting today a 
"Managing Director" for ISK( 
largest temple in Europe 
is also Executive Secretai 
ISKCON's Governing Body < 
mission (GBC). Not only thai 
he was selected by ISKCON tc 
resent them as a panellist a 
very conference! 

This is the same Gauri 
who, by the way, had ba 
devotees from worshippir 
Bhaktivedanta Manor simpl 
agreeing with the IRM (see B 

Thus, those whose philos 
is opposed to SrTla Prabhup 
teachings, and convicted 
abusers, are accommodate^ uy 
ISKCON. But the IRM, who due to 
their POP (Prabhupada-Only Para- 
digm) discipline, can and will only 
present SrTla Prabhupada's orders, 
are banned. This is a perfect exam- 
ple of the hypocrisy described by 
another academic: 

"Still there are sceptical 
voices claiming that ISKCON, 
like the famous Janus, has two 
faces — the smiling face in dia- 
logues with their external part- 
ners, and the strange, repres- 
sive face towards its own mem- 
bers— preaching wine to the di- 
aloguing world and water to 
their devotees." 

(Prof. Dr. Ulrich Dehn, ISKCON Com- 
munications Journal, Mol 8, No. 1) 


'jr 
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Maintaining False 


The IRM is usually presenting ev- 
idence to convince ISKCON's lead- 
ers that their gurus are not bona 
fide. However, ISKCON's leaders 
themselves agree that their gurus 
are not bona fide — only, they still 
accept them as being bona fide! 

Jayadvaita Swami 

GBC-elected guru, HH Jayad- 
vaita Swami ("JAS") writes re- 
garding fellow GBC-elected guru 

HH Romapada Swami ("RPS"): 

"Sivarama Swami, at the 
GBCs midterm meeting in Octo- 
ber, had put forward a proposal 
that the permission to sell be re- 
considered at this year's annu- 
al Mayapur meeting. The pro- 
posal was accepted. Romapa- 
da Swami. the GBC man for New 
York, was present at the meet- 

ing . In fact, two GBC members 
have both confirmed that they 
talked directly with Romapada 
Swami in October about review- 
ing the Brooklyn sale one more 
time at the 2016 annual meet- 
ing and that Romapada Swami 
agreed . What Romapada Swa- 
mi kept secret was that in mid 
September he and the others 

involved had already signed a 

contract to sell ." 

(JAS, 24/1/16, emphases added) 

Hence, JAS clearly believes 
that RPS has behaved diplomat- 
ically and duplicitously, having 
agreed to discuss whether or not 
the Brooklyn temple sale should 
go forward, when he had already 
agreed to the sale and deliberate- 
ly kept it secret. 

JAS also states: 

" ISKCON law imposes on 
property trustees weighty obli- 

gations — including the obliga- 
tion to keep the GBC informed . 
The leaders signed the deal in 
mid-September. Yet even more 
than three months later, start- 
ing into January, they still kept 
mum." 

(JAS, 8/2/16, emphasis added) 

Hence, JAS clearly also bel- 


ieves that RPS is not respecting 
the authority of the GBC. 

All of these behaviours mean 
that, according to the following 
GBC "Mandatory Qualifications" 
for being a GBC diksa guru, RPS 
is not qualified to be a diksa guru: 

"4. Must be free from the 
following undesirable quali- 
ties: [...] d. Kuti-nati, diplomat- 
ic or duplicitous behavior [...] 
11. Must recognize the GBC as 
the ultimate managing author- 
ity in ISKCON, support the GBC 
system, and follow the GBC." 
(GBC Resolution 308, 2010) 

Yet, JAS refuses to accept the 
logic of his own conclusions and 
instead accepts that RPS is still a 
'good as God' diksa guru. It is iron- 
ic that JAS used to run a "semi- 
nar" for ISKCON devotees called 
"Straight Thinking, Strong Speak- 
ing". His illogical stance regarding 
RPS means that he should now 
give a seminar titled "Muddled 
Thinking, Weak Speaking"! 

North American GBC 

The North American GBC 
(amongst others) has banned a 
book by GBC-elected guru, HH 
Bhakti Vikasa Swami ("BVKS"). 
Their justification for such a ban 
is given in a statement which was 
sent by the North American GBC 
Executive Committee to ISKCON 
temples. In this statement, they 
claim this ban is required because 
BVKS presents: 

"1. contrary conclusions to 
KC philosophy and the teach- 
ings of Srlla Prabhupada that 
have potential for harming the 
movement and it's members 
due to misguided perceptions," 

And that his book: 

"4. can cause harm to the 
movement and it's members 
as well as misguiding innocent 
readers by presenting a ques- 
tionable image of Srlla Prabhu- 
pada as an elderly irrelevant In- 
dian from another century;" 

And that his book indicates: 


Gurus at All 

"a mission disconnect on the 
part of BVKS that puts an unfa- 
vorable slant on Srlla Prabhu- 
pada and his mission;" 

Hence, regardless of whether 
or not the GBC's claims are merit- 
ed, they clearly believe that BVKS 
is deviating from the mission of 
ISKCON and Srlla Prabhupada's 
teachings. All these behaviours 
mean that, according to the fol- 
lowing GBC "Mandatory Qualifica- 
tions" for being a GBC diksa guru, 
BVKS is not qualified to be a diksa 
guru: 

"1 0. Must show understand- 
ing of and dedication to Srlla 
Prabhupada's mission". 

(GBC Resolution 308, 2010) 

Yet, the North American GBC 
refuses to accept the logic of its 
own conclusions and instead ac- 
cepts that BVKS is still a 'good as 
God' diksa guru. 

Bhakti Vikasa Swami 

BVKS himself claims that 
ISKCON's leadership — most of 
whom are GBC diksa gurus — is re- 
sponsible for ISKCON no longer 
adhering to: 

"many of the essential, 
non-negotiable principles Srlla 
Prabhupada taught, for which 
I joined ISKCON and dedicated 
my life to spreading." 

(BVKS, 22/4/12) 

Thus, by the same GBC reso- 
lution quoted in the last section, 
BVKS should also be calling for all 
GBC members who are diksa gu- 
rus to be removed as diksa gu- 
rus (as well as from the GBC). Be- 
cause he clearly believes that they 
do not have an "understand- 
ing of and dedication to Srlla 
Prabhupada's mission". Yet, he 
refuses to do so, accepting in- 
stead that the same body which 
is responsible for ISKCON deviat- 
ing on such a mass scale, is also 
qualified to both authorise and 
act themselves as bona fide diksa 
gurus. (Two-thirds of the GBC are 
'good as God' diksa gurus). 


Costs 



Srlla Prabhupada: Teaches 
that a guru never deviates 


Conclusion 

a) If a "guru", RPS, deviates, 
then he is also a deviant. 

b) If a "guru", BVKS, produces 
a deviant book, then he is also a 
deviant. 

c) If the entire leadership is re- 
sponsible for mass deviation, then 
they are also deviants. 

Hence, certain ISKCON lead- 
ers themselves are claiming that 
many of their gurus are deviants, 
but they still maintain that they 
are gurus. This is not surprising, 
since many of these same leaders 
are GBC gurus themselves. Hence, 
they all share the same aim of 
keeping this unauthorised GBC 
guru program alive and kicking at 
all costs. 

ISKCON's leaders already claim 
that their gurus who "fall down" 
were still gurus before they "fell", 
because according to them, bona 
fide gurus can fall down. Now, 
they have gone one step further, 
and are claiming that their gurus 
are still qualified to remain as gu- 
rus even whilst they are deviating! 
However, Srlla Prabhupada teach- 
es that a bona fide guru does not 
deviate at all: 

"A bona fide spiritual mas- 
ter is in the disciplic succession 
from time eternal, and he does 
not deviate at all". 

(■ Bg ., 4.42) 

But ISKCON's leaders will hap- 
pily jettison both Srlla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings and the logic of 
their own conclusions, if it threat- 
ens their false guru program in 
any way. 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 





On page 3 of this issue, we referred to the inappropriate use of the honorific title "His Divine Grace* by HH Hridayananda Dasa Goswami, which 


was even added into the first printing of the last cantos of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. Realising the inappropriateness of ISKCON's GBC gurus using this 
term and thus claiming to be on the same level as SrTla Prabhupada, even the GBC specifically amended their rules so that this term was banned from 
being used in any way whatsoever by or for any of their so-called diksa gurus, whereas previously it was only banned from being used publicly: 
"C. ISKCON law 6.4.8.2, "Restricted Titles," now reads: 


A guru cannot use or allow his disciples to apply to him the honorific title "His Divine Grace" or the honorific endings in "pada" in writ- 


ten public documents or on open public forum. However, such titles may be used in communication among disciples or from disciples to 
their guru."" 

It shall be amended to read: 

"No one in ISKCON will be addressed either publicly or privately with honorific title "His Divine Grace" or the honorifics ending in " pada". 
Disciples may address their ISKCON diksa or siksa gurus as "Gurudeva" or "Guru-maharaja"" 

(GBC Resolution, 406, 1999) 

Yet, we quoted GBC-elected guru HH £ivarama Swami on page 4 glorifying another (now deceased) ISKCON guru, HH Tamala Krishna Goswami, 
as: "His Divine Grace Tamal Krishna Goswami Maharaja". A repeat offender in this regard is GBC-elected guru HH Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS"). 
In BTP 33, we documented BCS insisting that he be promoted as being on the same level as SrTla Prabhupada by ordering that glorification of himself 
as "His Divine Grace" be broadcast to others. This mood of BCS allowing himself to bethought of as "His Divine Grace" and on the same level as SrTla 
Prabhupada is rendered absurd, when we consider that BCS states: 

"Remain fixed up in Krishna Consciousness within ISKCON and follow Srila Prabhupada's guidance. Read Srila Prabhupada books very 
very carefully and follow the instructions of Srila Prabhupada. Everything is there in Srila Prabhupada's books. There is nothing new I can 
say. I will simply repeat Srila Prabhupada's instructions. That is my responsibility as his representative." 

(BCS Lecture, 2/10/08) 

Thus, he is supposedly on the same level as SrTla Prabhupada, and also worshipped as a 'good as God ' diksa guru, because he tells us to read SrTla 
Prabhupada's books, and does not offer anything himself! In doing this, he is, therefore, no different from any congregational supporter, life member 
or devotee connected with ISKCON who simply directs people to read SrTla Prabhupada's books. Yet, unlike these other persons who will accept that 
doing this does not in any way change their lowly position subordinate to SrTla Prabhupada, BCS is demanding that in his case it means: 

a) He has replaced SrTla Prabhupada as a successor diksa guru. 

b) He is on the same level as SrTla Prabhupada (as "His Divine Grace"). 

Similarly, another GBC-elected guru, HH Kadamba Kanana Swami ("KKS") states: 

"Sometimes, we may feel that our spiritual master is not really giving us a lot of instruction and he is not really telling us something spe- 
cial. That means, he just wants us to do the regular things like daily chanting sixteen rounds oijapa and following four regulative principles - 
no meat, fish or eggs; no gambling; no intoxication; no illicit sex. It means that he wants us to learn the regular principles of prescribed prac- 
tice for every devotee. It means that he wants us to rise early in the morning, preferably during brahma-muhurta. It means that he wants us 
to study especially Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam ." 

(KKS Lecture, 6/4/15) 

So KKS gives the same instructions that his "disciples" get from SrTla Prabhupada's books— chant 1 6 rounds, follow the 4 regulative principles, 
wake up early— and indeed they are told to read SrTla Prabhupada's books. Yet, just for KKS doing this, his "disciple" must worship KKS as good as God, 
while rejecting SrTla Prabhupada as his actual spiritual master! 

Srila Prabhupada does the work, GBC guru gets worshipped as good as God — GBCs nonsensical, so-called "guru-tattva" in a nut-shell. 
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" The Final Order by Krishnakant Desai has 
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